CITY OF ESTELL MANOR

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JULY 7, 2010

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Official Newspaper and was posted on the City Bulletin Board.  Mayor Venezia called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 pm.  

ROLL CALL: Present: Barbetto, Myers, Teasenfitz and Venezia

Solicitor Scerni was in attendance. Councilwoman Giercyk was absent.

CLOSED SESSION

Resolution No. 54-2010
A Resolution Providing for a Closed Session Not Open to the Public in Accordance with the Provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, Regarding Litigation: Defense Attorney update on Jones v. Estell Manor AND for Personnel Matters / Interviews for DPW Laborer
Following the closed session, Solicitor Scerni summarized for the public: In executive session, City Council discussed two separate matters. One was the litigation of Jones V. Estell Manor; City Council met with Attorney Chuck Austermuhl who provided an update on the case. The public will be made aware once the matter has been resolved. Additionally, City Council conducted interviews with two individuals for the DPW Laborer position – the results of which will be made known to the public later this evening. 
City Resident and member of the 177th Fighter Wing, Airmen First Class Matthew Wagner presented to City Council an American Flag which he brought back from his recent deployment in Iraq. The flag was flown over Iraq on board an Air Force fighter jet in the name of the City of Estell Manor. Council thanked A1C Wagner for the flag and for his service to our Country. 
Mayor Venezia nominated Mr. Sean Baldi for the position of DPW Laborer. Council President Myers made the motion and Councilman Teasenfitz seconded for the appointment of Mr. Baldi. A roll call vote was taken and all were in favor.

Mayor Venezia offered the Seasonal DPW Laborer position to Mr. Samuel Marsh. Motions to appoint were made by Myers and Teasenfitz. A roll call vote was taken and all were in favor.

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Chuck Fralinger reviewed the Engineer’s report with City Council; a full copy is on file in the office of the City Clerk. Fralinger provided an update on the soccer field project stating that he anticipates Pinelands approvals in the near future. The Mayor commented that he would like to see City residents afforded the opportunity to harvest the fire wood once clearing of the site begins. Fralinger will keep this in mind. Council discussed which roads to submit for the FY 2011 DOT grant; it was decided that Maple would be primary with Second Avenue as an alternate. This year’s grant project, Third Avenue, should go out to bid soon. 
Discussion turned to a right-of-way dedication from developer, Kevin Pelikan. Fralinger advised that everything seemed to be in order with the meets and bounds. Solicitor Scerni advised Council this matter should be done by resolution. A motion was made by Councilman Barbetto, seconded by Myers, to accept the dedication of a right-of-way and drainage easement for Block 28, Lot 8. A roll call vote was taken and all were in favor. Solicitor Scerni will formalize the terms in a written resolution for Council to memorialize at the next meeting. 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 

Council reviewed the bill list. Brief discussions took place regarding the new computer for the OEM and the parking lot lights at the Risley School. It was decided that payment for the computer would be removed from this bill list and held until it is actually delivered. The CFO was present and reviewed various electric bills. He told Council that some bills are for more than one month of service and are added together on one purchase order. 
A motion was made by the Mayor and seconded by Teasenfitz for the payment of bills in the amount of $335,863.94. Roll call: Barbetto – yes, Giercyk – absent, Myers – yes, Teasenfitz – yes, Venezia – yes.

NEW BUSINESS
With regards to the sale of the old fire truck, the Clerk explained that the reserve was not met; Council had set a reserve of $5000 but the highest bid was only $4500. The Clerk asked if Council would consider taking the highest bid. A motion was made by the Mayor, seconded by Myers, to accept the highest bid of $4500. A roll call vote was taken and all were in favor, but for Councilwoman Giercyk who was absent. 
Mayor Venezia reported that he and Councilman Teasenfitz met with the Judge regarding court security. The State Police and the County Sheriff’s Department have agreed to alternate duty rotations to provide security during court sessions.
Councilman Teasenfitz reported on possible shared services with Corbin City for DPW operations. He described the types of services we would be providing and reported that he and Councilman Barbetto, and the DPW Foreman have visited Corbin City. The DPW Foreman will work with Barbetto to estimate the man-hours involved and assign a cost. 
Councilman Teasenfitz reported the Tax Assessor has asked permission to adjust his summer office hours. Councilman Barbetto commented that the Assessor did this last year and it did not pose any problems. A voice vote was taken and all present were in favor. 

Councilman Barbetto announced the Pinelands Municipal Council Meeting would be hosted by Estell Manor at City Hall on July 27th. 

Mayor Venezia asked the Clerk to please attend a meeting on behalf of the Land Evaluation Committee with representatives of the DEP Green Acres Program scheduled for Friday; she agreed and noted that the Tax Assessor would be going as well.
The Mayor commented that Unison has been inquiring about buying the rights to the City’s cell-tower. Solicitor Scerni said he was not familiar with that company’s name, but that internal discussions have taken place over a similar offer from Tower-Co. At this stage, it would be prudent to do a financial analysis to determine long-term revenue under the current lease agreement versus the offer of buy-out. Scerni said that municipalities can typically negotiate terms of expansion and money. On a related note, the Mayor asked the Technology Committee to ask Verizon Wireless to install antennae’s on our cell tower; he said that Verizon gets very poor reception in our town.  
APPROVAL OF MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A motion was made by the Mayor, seconded by Myers, for the approval of the following Department reports: DPW, Tax Collector, Zoning Ofc., and Clerk. A voice vote was taken and all present were in favor. 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Nelson Dilg reported that the Board of Education had been approved for a municipal alliance grant in the amount of $8500, but it required a $1500 match. He described how the funds might be used to restore some of the afterschool programs that were cut from the budget and asked Council to pay the matching portion. He also commented on the potential shared services agreement with Corbin City.

Mr. Kevin Pelikan reported to Council that he was having a very hard time obtaining the required bonds to proceed with building his home and asked Council if there was any relief. Solicitor Scerni explained that the replacement for a bond is a letter of credit, but there is still a cost associated with it. The third alternative is to post cash in escrow. He went on to explain the purpose of the bond requirement is to protect the City and as a matter of public policy, it is not a good idea for Council to waive the requirement altogether. Council reviewed the ways in which they have already granted various waivers for Mr. Pelikan and ultimately decided they could not approve his request. 
Mrs. Diane Pogue commented on the recent JIF inspection of the Risley School and the need to have the building painted. After a lengthy discussion which included the Mayor’s suggestion that he could personally get a crew of volunteers to do the job, it was decided the City should write a letter to the Historical Society specifically outlining what could and could not be done.
Mr. Creed Pogue commented on the following: the municipal alliance budget, controlled substance testing for employees, electricity costs for the parking lot lights, State CAP changes, cuts in employee salaries and benefits and snow plow operations. 
Seeing no one else from the public wishing to speak, the public session was closed and this meeting was adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted,


accepted:

 ______________________                           _____________________  

 Kimberley Hodsdon, RMC                            Mayor, Joseph Venezia
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