CITY OF ESTELL MANOR

WORKSHOP MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL - MINUTES

APRIL 21, 2010

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Official Newspaper and was posted on the City Bulletin Board.  Mayor Venezia called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 pm.  

ROLL CALL: Present: Barbetto, Giercyk, Myers, Teasenfitz and Venezia

Solicitor Scerni was not in attendance.

Mr. Doug Gerfvert of the Verdin Company gave a presentation to City Council about decorative statuesque clocks. The Mayor had invited the presentation and suggested the City might want to purchase a clock for the front of City Hall. Mr. Gerfvert gave a brief overview of the Verdin Company and the different styles of clocks available. He described how different municipalities have used the clocks as advertising tools. Cape May, Absecon, Ocean City and Northfield were mentioned as neighboring communities who have purchased Verdin Clocks. Mr. Gerfvert explained a program operated by Nostalgia Miniatures whereby they sell miniature versions of the town’s clock and the proceeds go towards the purchase of the clock. Mayor Venezia asked if any the towns mentioned had paid for their clocks with tax dollars. Mr. Gerfvert replied no; they were funded by various businesses, rotary clubs, historical society’s, etc.  Council briefly discussed the idea and it was decided that, given the economic environment, it was not an appropriate time to entertain the purchase of a clock. 

Mayor Venezia expressed concern that Honest John Road was being used as detour route off of route 50 due to the Tuckahoe Road Bridge closure; he asked the Clerk to write a letter to the DOT. Councilman Teasenfitz agreed to telephone the Project Manager first. 
INTRODUCTION OF THE 2010 MUNICIPAL BUDGET / RESOLUTION 41-2010
The City’s CFO, Judson Moore, was present for the review and introduction of the 2010 municipal budget. Mayor Venezia questioned the timing. Moore explained how the City is over the levy cap and will need to apply to the Local Finance Board for a waiver; the City needs to introduce the budget in order to get this process started. The Mayor gave an overview of the last budget workshop; the loss of State aid and investment revenue has put the City in a tough position. Council had previously discussed two versions of the budget – one with a 15.5 cent increase and the other with a 17.5 cent increase. A brief discussion ensued over the differences between the two. The Mayor felt that some staffing reductions would be appropriate in order to keep the tax rate down; he favored the 15.5 cent version and stated that City Hall operated fine in the past with fewer employees. Councilman Teasenfitz cautioned against discussing specific employees because RICE notices had not been issued. The Clerk and the CFO both reminded Council that the budget could be amended after introduction if they felt changes were necessary. 
A motion was made by Council President Myers, seconded by Barbetto, for Resolution number 41-2010, Introduction of the 2010 Municipal Budget with a rate of 17.5 cents. Roll call: Barbetto – yes, Giercyk – yes, Myers – yes, Teasenfitz – yes, Venezia – no. Motion carried. 

RESOLUTION

42-2010
Making Application to the Local Finance Board Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.46




Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz




Roll call vote taken – all in favor. 
The CFO distributed a report to Council showing how the City’s surplus has been reduced between the periods of 2007-2009; discussion ensued. Mr. Moore explained to City Council that next year’s budget will be even harder. Among other things, the Governor is talking about cutting the Garden State Preservation Trust Fund by about one-third. He also cautioned Council that cutting the budget this year will hurt them next year. Councilman Barbetto replied that using surplus to keep taxes down in prior years is hurting them now.  

A brief discussion took place about Dumpster Day and the date was set for May 15th between the hours of 8:00 AM and 1:00 PM. As a new service to residents, Myers suggested that we accept electronic devices for a nominal fee; she will look into it. 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

With motions properly made and approved, this meeting was opened for public comment. 
Mr. Giles Fox commented on the following: the cost of recent lawsuits, contributions to Weymouth Township fireworks, and annual contributions to WAYCL and other non-city entities. He expressed discontent over the governing body’s ability to adopt the school budget despite the fact that the voters rejected it. 

Mr. Tom Pogue commented on the City’s landfill closure project and the Risley School. He also offered his opinion on a request the City received from a resident who wishes to take lumber from the old schoolhouse on Head of the River Road. 

Mrs. Clemenson requested that Council follow through on her prior requests to have 7th Avenue West properly marked as well as clearing and broadening the wooded, unpaved portion of the road that leads to Linwood Avenue. 

Mr. Sorg expressed discontent with the City’s fiscal position; he commented on the lack of business ratables, lack of concessions from the school employees, and the lack of shared services and consolidation efforts. 

Mrs. Corinne Olson commented on the school budget. 
Mr. Creed Pogue urged Council to pass a resolution supporting the continuation of the “millionaire’s tax”. He also commented on the following: street lighting and other state mandates, health insurance benefits for employees, taxes and permits, the municipal court, lawsuits and the capitol improvement fund. 

The Mayor motioned to close the public portion but it was not seconded; public comment continued. 

Mrs. Diane Pogue asked if Council would like a message to be put on the bulletin board regarding Dumpster Day; Council replied in the affirmative. Mrs. Pogue offered comment on community fundraising and the clock presentation as well as school consolidation. 

Mr. Levi Reader commented on the detour route and suggested signage. He also commented on the school budget.

A resident who did not give their name commented on the possibility of installing a solar farm at the old landfill. 
Mrs. Fern Brown expressed concern over the bridge detour route – saying that signage was terrible and visibility is very poor at some intersections. 

Mrs. Johnson commented on the school budget. 

Seeing no one else from the public wishing to speak, the public portion was closed and the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,


accepted:

 ______________________                           _____________________  

 Kimberley Hodsdon, RMC                            Mayor, Joseph Venezia
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