CITY OF ESTELL MANOR

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

NOVEMBER 13, 2013


Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Official Newspaper and was posted on the City Bulletin Board in accordance with Public Law 75, Chapter 231.  
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Venezia at approximately 7:30 pm.   The flag salute and a moment of silence were observed.

Venezia asked that a special moment of silence and remembrance be observed in honor of Veteran’s Mr. Moore and Mr. Oliver who recently passed.
Roll call: Present: Barbetto-yes; Haeser-yes; Cunningham-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

City Attorney, Alfred Scerni was also present.

Motions: Haeser / Venezia to open public comment portion
Recorded vote; all in favor

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to close public comment portion

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Chuck Fralinger was present to review the monthly engineer’s report with Mayor and Council.  He stated he is waiting for Councils approval to move forward with the ADA improvements for City Hall and Public Works.  The fees for engineering and architectural services are not covered in the grant funding and therefore need to be approved by Council.  The estimated amount is $6,750.00 and has already been certified by the City’s CFO.  
Venezia asked if any unused ADA funds could be transferred to the Estell Manor School if the City does not utilize them.

Fralinger stated the funds are project specific and can only be used for approved projects; any unused funds would remain with the County.

Barbetto stated that Fralinger is suggesting only working on the upgrades to City Hall for now and then see how much money is left for the other project for Public Works.

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to approve the Engineering services and for J.W. Pedersen Architects to perform services not included in the grant funding.

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Venezia stated after speaking with the contractor, the apron on Second Avenue will be completed by the end of next week.

The complete Engineer’s report is on file in the City Clerk’s office.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

A special presentation was made to Corinne Olson thanking and honoring her for her many years of community service to Estell Manor.  The Historic Preservation Commission provided a plaque to be presented by Mayor Venezia and read aloud a brief biography of Mrs. Olson’s life and influence on the City of Estell Manor both personally and professionally.  
75-2013


A Budget Transfer Resolution
Motions: Venezia / Barbetto to approve Resolution#75-2013 as presented by the Cities’ CFO
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

76-2013


A Resolution Acknowledging the Governing Body of




Estell Manor Have Reviewed the CY 2013 Best Practices





Worksheet with the CFO

77-2013                                   A Resolution of the City of Estell Manor Adopting a Form

                                                Required to be Used for the Filing of Notices of Tort Claim

                                                Against the City of Estell Manor in Accordance with the 

                                                Provisions of the New Jersey Tort Claims Act, N.J.S.A 59:8-6

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to approve Resolution#77-2013 as suggested by the City’s Risk Management Consultant

Recorded vote; all in favor.
BILL LIST

A list for payment of bills was submitted by City CFO, Judson Moore for Councils consideration and approval.  Several items on the bill list were questioned by Venezia on the approval for purchase.  These items included; Global Equipment Co., Office Basics, Home Depot and fees related to soccer field maintenance.
Haeser stated the City was under budget with the purchase of supplies for the soccer field maintenance.  Council had previously authorized $2,500., towards the purchase of supplies for the soccer field.

Wiker questioned the Pedroni Fuel bill amounts.

Venezia and Barbetto reviewed the Home Depot itemized bill for clarity of purchase. 

Motions: Barbetto / Wiker to approve the bill list in the amount of $280,289.11
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-no
CLERK’S MINUTES

The Acting Clerk had submitted meeting minutes for Councils consideration and approval.  The following minutes were submitted; June 19, 2013 regular meeting, July 18, 2013 workshop and regular meeting and August 14, 2013 regular meeting.
Motions: Haeser / Wiker to approve the Clerk’s minutes as presented 
Recorded vote; all in favor

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

The following department reports were submitted for Councils consideration and approval; Clerk’s office, Municipal Court, Tax Collector, Public Works and Zoning Officer for October 2013. 
Motions: Wiker / Haeser to approve the reports as presented

Recorded vote, all in favor

NEW BUSINESS

Peter Costantino submitted a letter to Mayor and Council requesting permission to improve a portion of Walker’s Forge Rd. with oil and stone as opposed to paving.  
Venezia invited Costantino to approach Council with an explanation for his request.

Costantino stated he would consult the City’s engineer to inquire what specifications would need to be followed as well as any other requirements.

Scerni questioned what exactly Council would be authorizing Mr. Costantino to do regarding the road improvement and who would be responsible for maintaining the road once the improvement is complete.  He suggests allowing Mr. Costantino communicates with the City Engineer to inquire what is permitted by both the Engineer and Pinelands.
Discussion ensued as to future responsibility of the City in reference to additional maintenance and repair for the road in question in addition to Mr. Costantino’s intentions for development to the property which he purchased from the City.

Scerni suggested allowing the oil and stone improvement and refer the resident to the City Engineer for specific requirements.  He stated this is a City road and would need to be remained by the City regardless of the final plan for improvement.

Motions: Wiker / Haeser to allow Mr. Peter Costantino to improve Walker’s Forge Road with oil and stone.

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-abstain

Barbetto questioned the City’s code book in reference to requirements for road improvements.  Barbetto referenced the code book for clarity before Council took action on vote.

Motions: Haeser / Wiker to approve a request by the Historical Society to conduct a Chinese Auction during the City’s Christmas Festival to be held on December 7, 2013.
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-abstain; Wiker-yes; Venezia-no

Venezia requested adding an addendum to the approval which would require the Historical Society provide a report to the City stating how much money was raised through their fundraiser
Venezia addressed correspondence received by Mayor and Council from James Carmean requesting to purchase a parcel of land identified as block #S7 and lot #1 owned by the City of Estell Manor.  Venezia asked who was present tonight to respond to the request.

Mrs. James Carmean responded she was present on behalf of her husband James Carmean.

Scerni reviewed with Council the procedure required to offer this property as a public land sale to contiguous landowners by ordinance.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Motions: Venezia / Haeser to open public comment portion of meeting
Recorded vote; all in favor.

Creed Pogue commented on fees incurred by the City for legal services by a particular law firm and the status of those bills.  He also commented on the upcoming winter weather and if it was City Public Works employee’s responsibility to keep elected officials driveways cleared of snow. Pogue asked if the newly elected officials would be attending the upcoming NJLM convention as opposed to the outgoing elected officials.
Wiker stated for the record she would not be attending the upcoming NJLM convention because she is not returning to Council next year and feels it would be a waste of money for the City to authorize her to attend.

Creed Pogue commented on a possible ethics violation committed by a member of Council during the recent election and the road improvement discussed this evening.

Cathy Cornew welcomed the newly elected Councilwoman and Mayoral candidates and suggested the outgoing officials spend some quality time with their family once their term is finished.

Corinne Olson stated she has heard some rumors of Estell Manor and Weymouth Township merging as one government.  She also stated she hopes the future meetings will be more peaceful and that the residents of Estell Manor allow the newly elected officials an opportunity to prove themselves to the community.
Diane Pogue thanked Council for approving their request for a Chinese Auction fund raiser for the Historical Society.

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to close public portion of meeting

Recorded vote; all in favor.

OLD BUSINESS
Scerni revisited Resolution#66-2013, the current status of this resolution and the timeline of events preceding this resolution which has brought it back to Councils attention.  He suggested setting the December meeting date as the last effort to offer this resolution to the qualified individuals for bidding.
Venezia instructed the City Clerk to send certified letters to the contiguous landowners informing them of Councils position on this matter.

All members of Council were in favor of this decision.

Barbetto reported to Council that the dumpster day which the City hosted was a success and resulted in a collection of 240 tires and a collection of $105.00 for tires on rims.  He stated these tires could have ended up illegally dumped within the City limits but this clean up allowed them to be recycled instead.

Haeser announced the next planning meeting for the Christmas festival is scheduled for November 26 @7:00 pm at City Hall for anyone who would like to attend.  He also thanked Surran’s Nursery for donating the Christmas tree to be planted at City Hall in time for the Christmas festival.

Venezia reflected on his accomplishments during his term serving as Mayor for the City of Estell Manor.  He stated he had spent a considerable amount of time and energy on the City’s behalf and is proud of his accomplishments for the City.

Cathy Cornew announced the next Historic Preservation Commission meeting will be held at the Weymouth Township Historical Museum at 7:00 pm on December 9, 2013 and would to encourage Council to attend.

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to observe Resolution#76-2013 Executive/Closed session to discuss matters relating to pending litigation.

Recorded vote; all in favor

Motions: Haeser / Wiker to close Executive/Closed session and enter back into open public session

Recorded vote; all in favor

Scerni summarized executive/closed closed session discussions for the public.  He stated in executive session discussed a pending litigation matter of Johnson versus the City of Estell Manor and it was determined that Council would refer the matter back to the appellate court for further consideration.  Regarding matters relating to contract negotiations and the City’s cell tower lease, it was determined that further investigation was necessary before a decision has been reached and this information will be made available to the public when it is becomes available.

Motions: Haeser / Wiker to adjourn meeting at approximately 11:25 pm.

Recorded vote; all in favor.
Respectfully submitted,


Accepted:
________________________

______________________________


Fern A. Brown, Acting Clerk


Mayor Joseph Venezia
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