CITY OF ESTELL MANOR

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

OCTOBER 9, 2013


Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Official Newspaper and was posted on the City Bulletin Board in accordance with Public Law 75, Chapter 231.  
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Venezia at approximately 7:30 pm.   The flag salute and a moment of silence were observed.

Roll call: Present: Barbetto-yes; Haeser-yes; Cunningham-absent; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Attorney James Schroeder was present in Mr. Scerni’ absence due to another scheduled obligation.
Motions: Venezia / Haeser to open public comment portion
Recorded vote; all in favor

Creed Pogue inquired about Resolution# 66-2013 on the agenda and which city owned land was being offered for sale.  He also asked which topics of discussion were to take place during executive session, specifically what real estate matters included.
Motions: Venezia / Haeser to close public comment portion

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Chuck Fralinger was present to review the monthly report with Mayor and Council.  He reminded Council that he was waiting on a response from them regarding the fees for engineering and architectural services which were not covered under the ADA upgrades grant funding.  
Venezia asked Fralinger about any word on discretionary funding and for an update on Second Avenue regarding the resident’s apron to be paved.
Fralinger stated DOT gave their approval for the apron paving he is now waiting for the contractor to complete this next time they are in the area.  He informed Council he had spoken with Mr. DiBiase to let him know the apron would be paved in the near future.

Fralinger spoke with Lori Riggs regarding the final paperwork needed before the final payment can be made to Jerry and Sons.  Fralinger stated that only one final inspection is needed to be done for close-out of documents and after that the City would need to keep up regular maintenance on the fields.
RESOLUTIONS

66-2013


A Resolution Awarding Sale of City Owned Land

Venezia stated the contiguous land owners who had previously shown interest in purchasing this City owned parcel have not shown up tonight nor have they returned calls to the City Clerk’s office.

James Schroeder stated he would follow-up with Mr. Scerni to issue a letter to the contiguous land owners inquiring as to their continued interest in this matter.
Resolution was tabled until further notice.
71-2013


A Resolution Acknowledging the Governing Body of




Estell Manor Have Reviewed the CY 2013 Best Practices





Worksheet with the CFO

CFO, Judson Moore reviewed the completed 2013 best practices worksheet with Mayor and Council to answer any questions they may have or make any suggested changes.  There was a discussion regarding questions #1, 2 and 13 and the final decision was to leave #1-No, #2-Yes and #13 Yes.  Moore explained to Council that their changes would not affect the final % the City needed to keep the 100% funding the State provides.
Motions: Venezia / Heaser to approve Resolution#71-2013 with a change only to question #13 from a “No” answer to “Yes”
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

73-2013                                  A Resolution Approving Fralinger Engineering to Submit

                                               A Grant Application to the NJDOT for the Resurfacing of

                                               Honest John Road through the 2014 Trust Fund Program                      
Motions: Venezia / Haeser to adopt Resolution#73-2013 
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

BILL LIST

A list for payment of bills was submitted by City CFO, Judson Moore for Councils consideration and approval.  Item #444, a payment to Hess Corporation in the amount of $25.95 was to be removed because it was previously paid.
Motions: Barbetto / Haeser to approve the bill list in the amount of $253,859.34
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes
CLERK’S MINUTES

The Acting Clerk had submitted meeting minutes for Councils consideration and approval.  The following minutes were submitted; April 10, 2013, May 8, 2013, June 12, 2013 and June 19, 2013 regular meeting minutes.
Motions: Haeser / Barbetto to approve the Clerk’s minutes as presented 
Recorded vote; all in favor

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

The following department reports were submitted for Councils consideration and approval; Clerk’s office, Municipal Court, Tax Collector, Public Works and Zoning Officer for September 2013. 
Venezia questioned why the lawnmower purchase approved by Council has yet to be purchased.

Barbetto stated Home Depot did not have any lawnmowers in stock due to the time of year.  He also explained that the $200.00 maximum allowance for a lawnmower purchase limited the type of mower suitable for the City’s use.

Venezia suggested making a motion to purchase a lawnmower from Sears for $149.00.

Discussion ensued and Haeser made a recommendation to purchase a lawnmower on-line from Home Depot and have it delivered to City Hall. 

Motions: Venezia / Wiker to approve the reports as presented

Recorded vote, all in favor

NEW BUSINESS

Venezia addressed correspondence from the Pine Barrens Byway Association soliciting a donation for their efforts in preserving and educating the public on the Pine Barrens Waterways.
Council had decided to skip this due to lack of available funds.

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to set October 31, 2013 from 5-8 pm as trick or treat within the City of Estell Manor

Recorded vote; all in favor

Acting Clerk supplied additional information to Council regarding the artwork provided by Happle Printing depicting a new City logo and the costs to the City for using the artwork they designed.
Haeser offered to spearhead an interest with the Estell Manor Elementary School to present an art contest to the students for designing a new City logo.

Venezia reviewed any remaining funds for the maintenance of the soccer fields and asked if the fertilizer had ever been purchased.

Barbetto stated Council had approved up to $700.00 for the purchase of fertilizer for the fields but it was put on hold to allow so additional quoted could be received.

Haeser stated he had spoken with Weymouth Townships Public Works Forman and was informed they use an outside contractor to apply any chemicals to their fields because they do not have anyone in house with the certification.  Weymouth mows their fields twice a week and Lawn Doctor applies any necessary chemicals.

A discussion ensued regarding fertilizer for the fields and any additional maintenance to be done to improve the condition of the grass on the fields.

Motions: Venezia Haeser to authorize Haeser to receive quotes for professional services to treat the soccer fields, maximum allowance for services not to exceed $2,500.00

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Barbetto addressed several upcoming events and would like to send a postcard with these dates and events listed informing the general public.  He would like to inform other residents besides those who have children attending the local school.  He stated several sources of information to consider in addition to the postcards are the City’s website, Face book and the sign at the Risley School.
Motions: Venezia / Barbetto to approve a mailing for City sponsored events not to exceed $200.00
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Motions: Venezia / Barbetto to approve Fern Brown to plant flowers, bushes and mulch areas around City Hall not to exceed $150.00 for the supplies. For the record, Ms. Brown is donating her time and services she only asks for funding to purchase the supplies.

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Barbetto addressed a memo from Public Works Forman, Brian Johnson requesting Council allow him to purchase chains and locks to install on the newly built picnic tables donated by Walter Dilg to prevent anyone from stealing them.

Motions: Haeser / Barbetto to authorize Johnson to purchase chains and locks not to exceed $50.00

Recorded vote, all in favor

PUBLIC COMMENT
Motions: Venezia / Haeser to open the meeting to the public

Recorded vote, all in favor.

Creed Pogue stated there may be funds left over from 2012 from the field maintenance line item in the City budget to consider for spending.  He also questioned the authorization given to Haeser regarding the quotes for field maintenance.

Steve Teasenfitz offered his services for the upcoming holiday party the City is planning.

Motions: Venezia / Wiker to close public portion of meeting

Recorded vote; all in favor.

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to observe Resolution#74-2013 Executive/Closed session to discuss matters relating to personnel and real estate.

Recorded vote; all in favor

Motions: Venezia / Wiker to close Executive/Closed session and enter back into open public session

Recorded vote; all in favor

James Schroeder summarized for the public that discussions during closed session as specified in Reslution#74-2013, he stated it was to his understanding that Council would not take any action on these matters at this time.
Motions: Venezia / Haeser to adjourn meeting at approximately 10:30 pm.

Recorded vote; all in favor.
Respectfully submitted,


Accepted:
________________________

______________________________


Fern A. Brown, Acting Clerk


Mayor Joseph Venezia
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