CITY OF ESTELL MANOR

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

OCTOBER 3, 2012

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Official Newspaper and was posted on the City Bulletin Board in accordance with Public Law 75, Chapter 231.  
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Venezia at approximately 7:30pm.  The flag salute and a moment of silence were observed.
Roll call: Present: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes


     Attorney Brian Guest of Parker McCay Law Firm was present in substitution for Attorney Alfred Scerni.
ENGINEER’S REPORT
Chuck Fralinger of Fralinger Engineering was present to review the engineer’s report with Mayor and Council.  He commented on the Fifth Avenue paving project and the walkway paving project at the soccer complex.  A spreadsheet of the bids submitted for the walkway paving was handed out to Mayor and Council to review.  Fralinger suggested the contract be awarded to Jerry and Sons, Excavating as the lowest bidder at $46,761.00.  He stated the grant from the County was for a total of $96,000.00 and after this project was complete there would be funds left over for consideration of additional projects.  Fralinger stated that any additional work would need to be approved by the County before they could take place.  
Fralinger also reported that Arawak Paving Company submitted the lowest quote on the proposed paving project for Fifth Avenue.  The amount submitted was for $7,500.00 and he suggests awarding a contract tonight to Arawak to proceed with the paving.

Discussion ensued regarding Fifth Avenue and the past attempts to fix the problems with this road to satisfy the residents whom live there.  

Fralinger stated South Jersey Avenue is the next road in Estell Manor for consideration to apply for 2013 DOT grants funding.  He stated he has until October 16, 2012 to submit the application on the City’s behalf. 
Discussion ensued regarding the bid specs for the 2013-2017 waste collection services.

Guest stated that trash collection contracts under law cannot be negotiated.  He states there is no way to avoid the low bid requirement when awarding contract.  He stated municipalities could consider a joint contract with another municipality to negotiate prices.

Haeser questioned Fralinger when the walkway paving project would start, stating his concerns with the upcoming fall festival scheduled for November 3, 2012.
Fralinger stated the contractor would not start the project until after the scheduled festival had taken place. 

The complete engineer’s report is on file in the City Clerk’s office.

RESOLUTIONS

95-2012

A Resolution to Award a Contract to Arawak Paving Company for 



Overlay of a Portion of Fifth Avenue in the City of Estell Manor;




Amount of Project is $7,500.00

Motions made: Venezia/Teasenfitz
Roll Call: Haeser-Yes; Wiker-Yes; Cunningham-Yes; Teasenfitz-Yes; Venezia-Yes

96-2012

A Resolution to Award a Contract to Jerry and Sons Excavating




For the ADA Upgrades to the Soccer Complex Paving of the Walking




Path; Amount of Project is $46,761.00

Motions made: Venezia/Haeser

Roll Call: Haeser-Yes; Wiker-Yes; Cunningham-Yes; Teasenfitz-Yes; Venezia-Yes

61-2012

A Resolution Supporting Full Reinstatement and Permanent Open




Space PILOT Funding (initially adopted on May 2, 2012)

Mayor Venezia addressed a letter he had received from State Senator Jeff Van Drew and the importance of continuing support for reinstatement of this state aid.

Motions: Venezia/Haeser

Recorded vote: all in favor

94-2012

A Resolution Approving the Qualified Member List for the Length




Of Service Award Program for the Year 2011
Discussion ensued regarding how members of the fire company are determined to be qualified to be included in this program.  Councilman Cunningham confirmed how qualifiers are determined.

Motions: Haeser/Cunningham

Roll Call: Haeser-Yes; Wiker-Yes; Cunningham-Yes; Teasenfitz-Yes; Venezia-Yes

97-2012

A Resolution of Support to Close a Portion of a County Road for a 




Community Fall Festival

Brief discussion ensued regarding the reason for blocking a portion of the road due to liability concerns.

Motions made: Venezia/Wiker
Recorded vote: all in favor

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
The department reports submitted for consideration are as follows:

Clerk’s Office-September 2012, Municipal Court Clerk-August 2012, Public Works-September 2012, Zoning Officer-September 2012 and Tax Collector-September 2012

Motions: Teasenfitz/Wiker to accept department reports as listed

Recorded vote: all in favor

MEETING MINUTES

The City Clerk has issued minutes for the Special Meeting held on July 18, 2012 for consideration.

Councilman Haeser abstained from voting on minutes due to his absence at the July 18, 2012 meeting.

Motions: Teasenfitz/Cunningham

Recorded vote: all in favor
BILL LIST

Mayor Venezia questioned certain line items listed on the bill list.  He asked if the CFO was certain the amount for the Atlantic County League of Municipalities had not been previously paid in January.  He also commented on the Crown Trophy and Rodio Tractor amounts listed.
Cunningham and Teasenfitz addressed the lawn mower which was recently purchased to mow the soccer fields and whether or not it is sufficient for the job.
Wiker suggested inquiring into a return policy for the mower and find out if it could be traded in on a larger more sufficient model.

Cunningham stated he would check with public works on the possibility of returning the tractor for a larger model.

Teasenfitz addressed a letter submitted to Council from Christina Wagner, liaison to the fire company.  He asked to be brought up to speed on the concerns addressed in letter due to his absence at the September meeting.
Mayor Venezia stated he instructed the City’s CFO to withhold $5,000.00 of the fire company’s yearly contribution to cover anticipated legal expenses.

Teasenfitz stated financial decisions are made by all of Council not just one member.  He questioned why the funds were withheld without authorization of Council.

Venezia stated certain issues surfaced which required the Labor Relations Attorney’s services.

Teasenfitz stated for the record that if a need for legal councils’ services arose then all of Council should have been contacted for their consent prior to those services being performed.  Council has violated the process set in place regarding authorization of expenditures.
Haeser reminded Council that back in January the line item for the contribution to the fire company was discussed and a suggestion was made to cut this amount.  He stated after several members of the fire company present in the audience spoke against this decision Council then decided to leave it alone; now it seems that the Mayor alone has decided to decrease the amount even after it was approved in the budget.

Wiker stated that Council can make a determination on the $5,000.00 which was withheld from the fire company after the special meeting next week.  She states it does not have to be permanently withheld.
She also commented on and questioned the line items for office supplies listed on the bill list.

CFO and Clerk clarified the expenses distribution of the questioned supplies.

Motions: Wiker/Teasenfitz to accept the bill list for $271,480.62 and the trust fund list for Developer’s Escrow $1,298.24.00, Unemployment $136.46 and Animal Control $4.20 submitted for payment by the CFO.

Roll Call: Haeser-No; Wiker-Yes; Cunningham-Yes; Teasenfitz-No; Venezia-Yes

OLD BUSINESS

Judson Moore addressed generator issues and the status of purchasing one for the City.  He stated an electrical contractor would be submitting new specs for a generator to service both public works and city hall.  He also stated the heater in city hall needs to be serviced and certified to pass inspection.  Moore suggested Council consider replacing the current heater because it is very old and not energy efficient.  He told Council an ordinance would need to be passed to allow spending money from the capital improvement fund.  He said we could just receive quotes instead of advertising for bids to save time.  He stated he would handle the request for quotes and report back to Council his findings and recommendations.
Teasenfitz inquired if the City would be compliant with the 30 day follow-up fire inspection to avoid a violation.  He also commented on any energy grant availability for the purchase of a heater.

ORDINANCE

04-2012

Capital Improvement Appropriation of Various Building Improvements Total Amount $55,000.00
First reading of this ordinance took place and is scheduled for a second reading and public 

hearing at the regular scheduled meeting on November 7, 2012.  Council voted to accept first 

reading of ordinance #04-2012.

Motions: Venezia/Teasenfitz/Wiker

Roll Call: Haeser-Yes; Wiker-Yes; Cunningham-Yes; Teasenfitz-Yes; Venezia-Yes

NEW BUSINESS

The Clerk brought to Mayor and Councils attention a concern she and the employees have regarding a strange odor in city hall.  She states it seems to occur more often when the central air system has been operating and due to the mold issues which have occurred in several schools this past summer she would like to investigate it further.  She also stated there is black mold on the floor in the basement.
Motions: Teasenfitz/Haeser to instruct the City Clerk or Public Works to obtain quotes for HVAC services to inspect the duct work in city hall to check if any pollutants exist.
Roll Call: Haeser-Yes; Wiker-Yes; Cunningham-Yes; Teasenfitz-Yes; Venezia-Yes

Motions: Venezia/Haeser to set trick or treat for October 31, 2012 from 5 to 8 pm.

Recorded vote: all in favor

Mayor Venezia set a date for a special meeting for October 11, 2012 and instructed the City Clerk to advertise the meeting.

Zoning Officer, Wayne Caregnato stated he had attended a planning board meeting to address the need for a property maintenance ordinance is put in place for the City.

Mayor Venezia stated we should wait until next year to allow for time to adopt an ordinance.

Councilmen Cunningham and Haeser stated they would request his input on this topic at the next meeting.

Other items briefly mentioned by Council included a letter the Mayor received from the County in reference to a truck available which the City may be interested in purchasing.  

Haeser and Teasenfitz will review a sample field ordinance and make some suggested revisions to submit to the Solicitor for review.
Haeser stated the fall festival planning is starting to come alive and hopes to get more responses as the date gets closer.

City Clerk asked Mayor and Council if they would be attending the upcoming NJLM conference in Atlantic City in November so she could register for the event.

Proper motions made and executed to open public comment portion of meeting.

Cathy Cornew commented on a deteriorated building located on Aetna Drive which is owned by the City.  She states it is a safety hazard and there are questions of who the rightful owner is.  She states the property was foreclosed on in 2001 for non-payment of taxes.

Attorney Guest stated if the City owns the property then it is the City’s responsibility to post not trespassing signs on it.

Mayor stated public works should be asked to inspect the property and post no trespassing signs on it.

Guest stated posting no trespassing signs does not protect the City from potential liability.

Mayor suggests the Historic Commission discuss removal of the building remains at their next meeting and report back to Council their recommendations.

Diane Pogue stated in 1913 the board of education sold the Risley School for $50.00 to the City and she suggests selling the building in question to avoid any action taken by the City.
Creed Pogue commented on the water tests currently conducted by the present water testing company.  He also commented on subpoenas which were issued by an “ad hoc” committee without proper authorization.  He also stated he does not feel a volunteer organization should be responsible for paying for legal services which they did not request.

Motions: Venezia/Wiker to close public comment portion

Recorded vote: all in favor

Mayor Venezia stated that Mr. Glickman is a highly qualified professional and he would never support illegally issuing subpoenas.
Motions: Venezia/Wiker to adjourn meeting at approximately 9:30 pm.

Recorded vote: all in favor
Respectfully submitted,


Accepted:
________________________

______________________________


Fern A. Brown, Acting Clerk


Mayor Joseph Venezia
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