CITY OF ESTELL MANOR ANNUAL REORGANIZATION

MEETING MINUTES

JANUARY 7, 2013

Mayor Venezia called the meeting to order at approximately 7:45 PM and announced that the meeting was properly advertised and posted in accordance with Public Law 75, Chapter 231. A Flag salute was observed and Pastor Tom Novack was called on by the Mayor to offer the invocation.

OATH OF OFFICE TO NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIALS
Councilman-Elect Albert Barbetto was given the oath of office by Acting Clerk, Fern Brown.  Mr. Barbetto took his oath of office while his granddaughter held the Bible.
ROLL CALL
Present: Albert Barbetto, Kristofer Haeser, Stephanie Wiker and Mayor Joe Venezia.   Councilman John Cunningham was absent due to health issues. 

ELECTION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT FOR 2013/ OATH OF OFFICE 
Councilman Barbetto nominated Councilman Haeser for Council President, seconded by Councilwoman Wiker.
Roll Call: Haeser-Yes; Wiker-Yes; Cunningham-Absent; Barbetto-Yes; Venezia-Yes

Motion carried
Council President Haeser was given his oath of office by Acting Clerk, Fern Brown.
MAYOR’S STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS
The Mayor gave his annual report (copy attached hereto) on the state of the City and its finances.  Some items he touched on were PILOT funding and the progress of the City’s Landfill closure project underway. 
He expressed his sympathy on the absence of Councilman Cunningham and wished him a speedy recovery.
*The complete Mayor’s State of the City address may be accessed on the City’s website at www.estellmanor.org
MAYOR’S NOMINATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS:

Nomination of Solicitor

Council Vote / Resolution 01-2013
Authorizing Award of 201 Contract for City Solicitor
The Mayor made a nomination for Alfred Scerni as City Solicitor; motion made by
Haeser, seconded by Wiker to accept nomination.

Roll call: Heaser – yes, Wiker-yes, Cunningham-absent, Barbetto – no, Venezia-yes
Nomination of Conflicts Solicitor


Council Vote / Resolution 02-2013
The Mayor made a nomination for James Schroeder as Conflicts Solicitor;
 Motion made by Haeser, seconded by Wiker to accept nomination.

Roll call: Haeser-yes, Wiker-yes, Cunningham-absent, Barbetto-yes, Venezia-yes

Nomination of Labor Attorney
Council Vote / Resolution 03-2013
Authorizing Award of 2013 Contract for Labor Attorney
Council President Teasenfitz nominated Randolph Lafferty for City Labor Attorney; motion made by Wiker, seconded by Haeser to accept nomination.

Roll call: Haeser-yes, Wiker-yes, Cunningham-absent, Barbetto-yes, Venezia-yes
Nomination of Auditor

Council Vote / Resolution 04-2013
Authorizing Award of 2013 Contract for City Auditor

The Mayor nominated the firm of Bowman & Co. for City Auditor; motion made by

Haeser, seconded by Barbetto to accept nomination.


Roll call: Haeser-yes, Wiker-yes, Cunningham-absent, Barbetto-yes, Venezia-yes
Nomination of Risk Management Consultant

Council Vote / Resolution 05-2013
Authorizing Award of Contract for Risk Management Consultant / ACMJIF 2013
The Mayor nominated Hardenbergh Insurance as the City Risk Management Consultant; 
Motion made by Barbetto, seconded by Haeser to accept nomination.

           Roll call: Haeser-yes, Wiker-yes, Cunningham-absent, Barbetto-yes, Venezia-yes
Nomination of Engineer

Council Vote / Resolution 06-2013
Authorizing Award of 2013 Contract for City Engineer

The mayor nominated Fralinger Engineering to serve as City Engineer; motion made by 

Haeser, seconded by Wiker to accept nomination.

                Roll call: Haeser-yes, Wiker-yes, Cunningham-absents, Barbetto-yes, Venezia-yes
Nomination of Prosecutor and Public Defender 

             Council Vote / Resolution 07-2013
Authorizing Award of 2013 Contract for 






Professional Services / Municipal Prosecutor


The Mayor nominated James Schroeder as the Municipal Prosecutor; motion made by 


Wiker, seconded by Haeser to accept nomination

           Roll call: Haeser-yes, Wiker-yes, Cunningham-absent, Barbetto-yes, Venezia-yes


Council Vote/ Resolution 08-2013
Authorizing Award of 2013 Contract for 







Professional Services / Public Defender

         The Mayor nominated Frank Lentz as Public Defender; motion made by Wiker, 
         seconded by Barbetto to accept nomination.

         Roll call: Haeser-yes, Wiker-yes, Cunningham-absent, Barbetto-yes, Venezia-yes

Nomination of Forester


Council Vote / Resolution 09-2013
Authorizing Award of 2013 Contract for







Professional Services / City Forester


The Mayor nominated CME Associates’ to provide Forestry services; motion made


 by Haeser, seconded by Wiker to accept nomination.

Roll call: Haeser-yes, Wiker-yes, Cunningham-absent, Barbetto-yes, Venezia-yes

RESOLUTIONS:
10-2013
Annual Schedule of Meetings


Discussion ensued regarding the need to change the meeting dates to the second Wednesday of each month to accommodate the Solicitor.  Due to these changes this resolution was TABLED until the next scheduled meeting.


11-2013
Appointing a Registrar of Vital Statistics and Deputy 


Motions: Venezia /Haeser


Recorded vote: all in favor
12-2013
Designation of Official Newspaper(s)


Motions: Barbetto / Wiker


Recorded vote: all in favor
13-2013
Adopting a Cash Management Plan


Motions: Haeser / Barbetto; Barbetto stated Wachovia Bank needed to be changed to Wells Fargo


Recorded vote: all in favor
14-2013
Temporary Appropriations/Total Amount $210,461.21


Motions: Venezia / Wiker


Roll call: Barbetto-Yes; Cunningham-Absent; Haeser-Yes; Wiker-Yes; Venezia-Yes
15-2013
Designating Bank Signatories


Motions: Barbetto/Haeser


Recorded vote: all in favor
16-2013
To Establish the Rate of Interest for Nonpayment of taxes or Assessments for the Year 2013


Motions: Haeser/Venezia


Roll call: all in favor
17-2013
Authorizing the Tax Assessor to File a Petition(s) of Appeal and Roll Back Tax Appeals for the Tax Year 2012


Motions: Haeser/Venezia


Recorded vote: all in favor
18-2013
Authorizing the Tax Collector to Cancel Overpayments or Delinquencies Under $5.00


Motions: Venezia / Haesar


Roll call: Barbetto-Yes; Cunningham-Absent; Haeser-Yes; Wiker-Yes; Venezia-Yes
19-2013
To Appoint a Fund Commissioner and Alternate Fund Commissioner for the Atlantic county Joint Municipal Insurance Fund


Motions: Haeser/Wiker


Recorded vote: all in favor



Discussion ensued as to who would be the designees.  It was determined that



Linda Kent would be the fund commissioner and Albert Barbetto would be the alternate.
20-2013
Safety & Health Committee Appointments


Motions: Venezia/Haeser


Recorded vote: all in favor
21-2013
To Authorize the Contact Persons to Access the Employment Practices Liability Consultation Services (EPL Hotline / ACMJIF)


Motions: Haeser/Baebetto


Recorded vote: all in favor
22-2013
Adopting Roberts Rules of Order


Motions: Haeser/Wiker


Recorded vote: all in favor
23-2013
Establishing Guidelines for Public Participation


Motions: Venezia / Barbetto


Discussion ensued to the time limit for public participation.  Barbetto stated he thought it was to be a (5) minute limitation not (3) minutes as listed in the resolution.  Haeser and Wiker both felt it was a good idea to allow public participation in the beginning of the meeting to allow comment on agenda items which Counsel may be taking action on.  This allows the public to ask questions regarding the item up for vote prior to voting.


Barbetto suggested tabling resolution#23-2013 until the next regular meeting.



Motions: Barbetto/Haeser to table this resolution



Recorded vote: all in favor

24-2013
Annual Appointments / Municipal Employees / Court Administrator / Deputy


Court Administrator, Housing Officer, Zoning Officer, PEOSHA Compliance Officer and ADA Compliance Officer


Motions: Venezia / Wiker


Recorded vote: all in favor
25-2013
Authorizing Professional Memberships for City Council / 2013


A discussion ensued regarding the memberships listed and the necessity of them and who should be attending on behalf of the City.  Barbetto stated the NJ Conference of Mayor’s was not listed on the resolution and should be added.


Proper Motions were made and executed



Roll call: Barbetto-Yes; Cunningham-Absent; Haeser-Yes; Wiker-Yes; Venezia-Yes
26-2013
To Award Contract for 2013 Janitorial Services / 


Motions: Venezia / Wiker to table resolution until the next regular meeting
27-2013
Designating the Public Agency Compliance Officer (P.A.C.O.) for the City of Estell Manor / 2013


Motions: Venezia / Haeser



Recorded vote: all in favor

28-2013
Schedule of 2013 Holidays/Municipal Closings


Tabled
29-2013
Award of Contract for 2013-2014 for Animal Control Services



Motions: Venezia / Barbetto
                       Roll call: Barbetto-Yes; Haeser-Yes; Cunningham-Absent; Wiker-Yes; Venezia-Yes

30-2013
Award of Contract for 2013 Water Testing Services


Proper Motions were made and Executed:

                       Roll call: Barbetto-Yes; Haeser-Yes; Cunningham-Absent; Wiker-Yes; Venezia-Yes

31-2013
A Resolution for 2012 Budget Transfers



Motions: Barbetto/Venezia



 Roll call: Barbetto-Yes; Haeser-Yes; Cunningham-Absent; Wiker-Yes; Venezia-Yes

32-2013
A Resolution to Authorize the Historic Preservation Commission to Continue



Their Historic Signage Project



Motions: Venezia/Haeser



Recorded vote: all in favor



Historic Preservation Commission Secretary, Cathy Cornew clarified for Council the purpose for this resolution.  She stated the State of NJ requires this to be done to identify historical locations within the City.
APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS
Mayor Venezia appointments to various Boards and Commissions are on file in the Clerk’s office and can be found posted at City Hall as the 2013 Directory of Appointed Officials and Professionals.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
	COMMITTEE
	CHAIR
	CO-CHAIR

	Clean Communities
	Haeser
	Barbetto

	Environmental 
	Barbetto
	Haeser

	Finance
	Venezia 
	Barbetto

	Health & Human Svc.
	Wiker
	Haeser

	Land Evaluation
	Venezia
	Wiker

	Landfill
	Venezia
	Barbetto

	League of Municipalities
	One Alternating
	Member

	Personnel
	Wiker
	Venezia/ Alt. Haeser

	Pinelands Municipal Council
	Barbetto
	Haeser

	Public Safety & Court/Fire Co. Liaison
	Venezia 
	Barbetto

	Public Works
	Venezia
	Wiker

	Quarterly Newsletter
	Wiker
	Venezia

	Recreation / Block Party
	Haeser
	Wiker

	Senior Citizens Advisory 
	Wiker
	Barbetto

	Technology
	Haeser
	Barbetto

	Township Officials Assoc.
	One Alternating
	Member

	Veteran’s Advisory
	Haeser
	Venezia

	
	
	

	School Liaison
	Venezia
	Haeser

	
	
	


NECESSARY BUSINESS:  
Barbetto asked Venezia about the pending grievances and complaints and if they would be 
addressed tonight.

Venezia interrupted and stated they would be addressed at a later date.

BILL LIST

Barbetto questioned the municipal memberships to the following organization: the NJLM, NJ
Conference of Mayors and the Atlantic County Mayor’s Association.  He stated an additional 

Membership needed to be added to include the Atlantic County League of Municipalities.
Jud Moore, CFO stated if the item was not on the bill list tonight it was because he has not yet 

received an invoice for it.

Others items questioned were Pedroni Fuel and Rodio Tractor Sales.  Moore stated the Pedroni 

Charges were for diesel and gasoline in the public works department.

Venezia questioned who authorized the purchase of a spreader from Rodio Tractor Sales for the 

soccer fields.  He stated he was under the understanding that any purchases over $100.00 needed 

to be pre-approved by the finance committee.  Some additional line items which were 

questioned were for Mays Landing Auto and Bruno’s Pizzeria.

Moore provided explanations for these line item purchases.

Motions: Haeser/Barbetto to accept the bill list in the amount of $285,326.60 which excludes the 

$550.00 to Rodio Tractor.  It was decided to hold this payment for now until further clarification
Roll call: Barbetto-Yes; Haeser-Yes; Cunningham-Absent; Wiker-Yes; Venezia-Yes

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Motions: Venezia/Haeser
Recorded vote: all in favor

Steve Teasenfitz thanked Council for allowing him to serve the City during his term in office.  He also made comments on the City’s public participation policy in reference to time allowance and when the open public portion of the meeting takes place.

Creed Pogue commented on Councils attempt to work together as a whole body of government and on Resolution#32-2013.  He also made comment on the Labor Relations Attorney appointment made tonight and property taxes.

Cathy Cornew commented on Resolution#32-2013 and stated it is just for sign markers not to designate a location as historical, which is a different process altogether.  She also commented on the public participation and who it applies to, the public.

Barbetto questioned the signage authorization and if property owner does not want the sign on their location, then it does not take place.

Brenda Adkins commented on the public participation times and when they occur. She made comment on the public works committee assignments made by the Mayor.

Diane Pogue commented on the late starting of the meetings and stated they have never started on time.  She commented on the list of recommendations for the signage project accompanying Resolution#32-2013.

Motions: Venezia/Haeser to close public portion of meeting.
Recorded vote: all in favor

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS

Venezia made a public apology for not acknowledging Mr. Trevan Houser of LRS in regards to his companies work on the City’s Landfill Closure Project.

Houser commented on the project and its current status in regards to the closure.  He stated the information is all good.  LRS continue to implement their work to be completed under contract.  Houser has received some additional data from Pinelands Commission which is consistent with their expectations and hopes to develop a final landfill closure plan by spring.  He states there are a few items from Pinelands Commission which need to be addressed but anticipates that taking place this spring in addition to adding a few more wells for monitoring.  He concludes with stating everything is moving forward steadily and will keep Council posted on their progress as they near completion.
Wiker stated she would like to have an alternate member of Council appointed to the public works committee in addition to the present committee members.  She feels this is necessary due to the pending complaints and grievances filed against a certain member of the public works committee which need to be resolved.
Barbetto stated he would recommend alternate members to both public works and personnel committees.

Venezia stated he would address this matter at the next scheduled meeting and will make the necessary appointments then.

Motions: Venezia/Barbetto to adjourn meeting
Recorded vote: all in favor
Respectfully submitted,


Accepted:



________________________

______________________________


Fern A. Brown, Acting Clerk


Mayor Joseph Venezia
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