CITY OF ESTELL MANOR

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

AUGUST 1, 2012

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Official Newspaper and was posted on the City Bulletin Board in accordance with Public Law 75, Chapter 231.  
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Venezia at approximately 7:30pm.  The flag salute and a moment of silence were observed.
Roll call: Present: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes


     Liz Garcia, representing Parker McKay was also present for the meeting in place of                     City Solicitor Fred Scerni.
ENGINEER’S REPORT
Chuck Fralinger was present on behalf of Fralinger Engineering to review the monthly report with Council.  He stated the second avenue paving project has been awarded to Arawak Paving Company as the lowest responsible bidding contractor.  The contract awarded was under the amount of grant funding awarded to the City and additional funds are available.  He stated forms and a resolution needed to be completed and sent back to the engineer to submit to the state for final approval.  Fralinger also stated he needed authorization to advertise for bid submissions regarding waste collection services for the City.
Discussion ensued between members of Council in regards to the options available for waste collection services and possible ways to reduce the cost of same.

Motions: Venezia / Wiker to authorize Fralinger Engineering to advertise for submission of bids for waste collection services with the options included which were discussed.

Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes

Councilman Haeser addressed the soccer complex and the current condition of the fields post the Derecho storm.

Fralinger stated the fields looked good prior to the storm and provided pictures to Council for their review.  He recommends normal over seeding and fertilizing to bring the grass back to life and healthy again.

The Clerk stated FEMA already had a kick-off meeting to address damages caused by the Derecho storm, but would check with emergency management as to the possibility of adding damage reports regarding the soccer fields.

The complete copy of the engineer’s report in on file in the City Clerk’s office for public review.
RESOLUTIONS

78-2012

A Resolution of the City of Estell Manor Authorizing an Extension



Of Grace Period for 3rd. Quarter Taxes

Motions: Venezia / Haeser
Recorded vote: All in favor

79-2012

A Resolution to Award a Contract to Arawak Paving Co. for the



Reconstruction of Second Avenue Project

Motions: Venezia / Haeser
Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes

80-2012

A Resolution of the City of Estell Manor Approving the Corrective



Action Plan for the CY 2011 Audit Year

Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz
Recorded vote: all in favor

81-2012

A Resolution of the City of Estell Manor Establishing Salaries and 



Wages for Municipal Employees and Officials for the Year 2012

Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz

Recorded vote: all in favor

82-2012

A Resolution Authorizing David Palermo to Improve a Portion of 



Second Avenue

Motions: Venezia/ Haeser
Recorded vote: all in favor

83-2012

A Resolution Authorizing a Contract with Land Resource Solutions 



For Final Closure Services of the Estell Manor Landfill

Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz

Recorded vote: all in favor
84-2012


A Resolution to Amend the Capital Budget (As listed in 





Ordinance #04-2012, Section Two)

Chief Financial Officer, Jud Moore stated this Resolution coincides with Ordinance #04-2012 as required by the DLGS defined as section two of said ordinance.

Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz

 Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes

ORDINANCE 

4-2012



Capital Ordinance re-appropriating from proceeds of





Obligations, Improvement Fund, Capital Reserves and





Capital Ordinances not needed for their original purpose




to provide for the funding of various Capital Improvements

Chief Financial Officer, Jud Moore was present to explain to Council the introduced ordinance and the procedures for Council to move forward with the possible purchase of a generator using the re-appropriated funds.  He stated after discussions with the auditor it was recommended to cancel out any unused capital reserve line items which remain on the books but are no longer needed because the projects or initial intended use has been closed.
Discussion ensued as to the requirements of quotes to allow for the purchase of a generator.  Also discussed the shortest and quickest procedure allowed to have access to the funds to which a large purchase such as a generator could be purchased.

Motions: Venezia / Wiker

Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes

OLD BUSINESS
Venezia addressed Council with the need to purchase a lawn mower for the maintenance of the soccer fields is still pending.  He asked Cunningham his opinion of a mower he is considering for the City to purchase available at Lowe’s.

Cunningham stated he has researched other brands of mowers he considers to be more durable than the Lowe’s model, however they are considerable more expensive.

Discussion ensued as to the best mower to purchase for the needs of the City.

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to approve the purchase of a Husquevana Lawn Mower from Lowe’s not to exceed $3,2000. And a maintenance plan covering four years not to exceed $330.00

 Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
BILL LIST


Several line items on the bill list were discussed.  Haeser stated the modem returned to the City from the fire company may be able to be returned to Verizon for a credit.


Motions: Haeser / Teasenfitz to approve the bill list in the amount of $273,381.66 and the trust fund accounts as follows: Developer’s Escrow total $641.11, Unemployment $1,296.88, and Animal Control $45.60



Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes


DEPARTMENT REPORTS



Motions: Teasenfitz / Cunningham to accept department reports as listed



Recorded vote: all in favor



MEETING MINUTES



Motions: Teasenfitz / Haeser to accept Clerk’s minutes for January 4, 2012 Reorganization, January 11, 2012 Regular and Closed



Recorded vote: all in favor


NEW BUSINESS/OLD BUSINESS


Venezia stated the part-time tax clerk position will be discussed at the next regular meeting after the personnel committee has met to discuss this matter.


Venezia initiated a discussion on the community newsletter and the content of material which is published.  Instructed Clerk to provide information regarding costs to produce the newsletter be available at the next meeting.


Venezia suggested Council review the 2011 audit before signing the acknowledgement for the State.



Council reviewed the proposed fee schedule changes submitted by zoning officer and planning board secretary and will consider changes for the future.



No response from Mr. Lingle from Triad Associates on the Mayor’s request for him to attend this meeting, Clerk will attempt to contact him to invite to the next regular meeting scheduled for August 1, 2012.



Mayor set a date for a special meeting for July 18, 2012 at 7:30 pm for the purpose of discussion and authorization to purchase equipment and supplies for emergency management.



Discussion ensued regarding the possible purchase of equipment to mow the soccer fields.



Suggestions were made as to what would be the best type of equipment to purchase.



Questions and concerns were addressed regarding previously authorized purchases for equipment to maintain the soccer field.



Teasenfitz suggested Council make a final decision at the next regular meeting as to the equipment which will be purchased to mow the soccer fields.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Motions: Venezia / Cunningham
Recorded vote: all in favor

Tom Pogue suggested walking around the soccer fields and look at the present condition of the fields.  He also commented on the street signs the City is responsible for replacing.

John Dowling made comments on the newsletter, reverse 911 and commented on the good job done by emergency management.  He also made suggestions to improve future communication between the City and its residents.

Tom Sorg commented on the soccer complex and his displeasure with the final project.  He also stated he feels it decreases his property value because it is directly across the street from the drainage area for the soccer field. Additional comments were made regarding trash collection services.
Venezia commented on Mr. Sorg’s comments regarding the soccer fields.

Cathy Cornew commented on the statements made by John Dowling regarding emergency management and communication issues.  She stated no power was available to update the community via internet or telephone due to power and telephone line outages.

John Dowling made additional comments on trash collection services and the award of contract for such services in the future.

Tom Sorg made additional comments on the City’s need for additional tax revenue.

Tom Pogue commented on the use of Stephen’s Lake located on Route 50 as an alternate water source for the fire company. 

Motions: Venezia / Wiker to close public comment
Recorded vote: all in favor

Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz to adjourn meeting at approximately 10:30 pm

Recorded vote: all in favor

Respectfully submitted,


Accepted:
________________________

______________________________


Fern A. Brown, Acting Clerk


Mayor Joseph Venezia
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