CITY OF ESTELL MANOR

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JULY 11, 2012

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Official Newspaper and was posted on the City Bulletin Board in accordance with Public Law 75, Chapter 231.  
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Venezia at approximately 7:00pm.  The flag salute and a moment of silence was observed.
Roll call: Present: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes


     City Solicitor Fred Scerni was also present for the meeting

ENGINEER’S REPORT
Chuck Fralinger was present on behalf of Fralinger Engineering to review the monthly report with Council.  He state the CDBG was approved for the changes recently made to the grant funding specifications.  Fralinger asked Council to authorize him to advertise for bids for the soccer field walkway paving project.
Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz to authorize Fralinger Engineering to advertise for bids for the soccer field walkway paving project

Roll call: Haeser-no; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes

Fralinger stated the Second Avenue bid opening is scheduled for Thursday July 12, 2012 at 10:30 am.  He will follow-up before the next scheduled meeting with the results and anticipates the paving to begin sometime in August.

Discussion ensued regarding improving Walkers Forge Road and options available.

Mayor asked Fralinger if all the grant funds had been used for the soccer complex.  Fralinger replied that they had and all the paperwork had been submitted to the County for reimbursement.

A complete copy of the engineer’s report is on file in the Clerk’s office for public review.
RESOLUTIONS

70-2012

A Resolution of the City of Estell Manor to Offer for




Sale Property Identified as: Block 42, Lots 17 & 18,




Walkers Forge Rd. for a Minimum Price of $15,000.

For the record Mayor Venezia has recused himself from any comment or vote on Resolution #70-2012 due to conflict of interest.

Solicitor Scerni read aloud Resolution#70-2012 in its entirety before starting the bidding process.

Bidding for public land sale began.

Peter Costantino offered a bid of $15,000.00 as a minimum bid for the property offered.
Scerni stated no other bids were offered at this time, therefore Mr. Costantino was the successful bidder and submitted a 10% deposit for the purchase of this property.  Scerni stated a memorialized resolution will follow with names of the owners who have purchased the property.

Motions: Haeser / Wiker
Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-recused

71-2012

A Resolution Authorizing Approval of a Liquor License




Renewal for the Atlantic County Game Preserve / License




Year 2012-2013

Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz

Recorded vote: all in favor

72-2012

A Resolution Authorizing a Tax Sale by the City of Estell 




Manor Tax Collector

Motions: Venezia / Haeser

Recorded vote: all in favor

73-2012

A Resolution of Estell Manor, County of Atlantic Authorizing




Consent of Approval to Driftwood RV Center to Conduct an



Off Site Show/Sales of Recreational Vehicles at the Nascar RV




Campground Located in Estell Manor

Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz

Recorded vote: all in favor

74-2012

A Resolution Certifying the Annual Audit for 2011

Motions: Venezia/ Teasenfitz

Recorded vote: all in favor

75-2012

A Resolution Authorizing Executive Session/Closed Meeting of




The City of Estell Manor, Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12

Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz

Recorded vote: all in favor 
Motions: Venezia / Cunningham to close executive session

Recorded vote: all in favor
Scerni summarized closed session discussions as follows; Council discussed two contractual matters during closed session.  The first matter discussed was a proposal from Land Resource Solutions for the City of Estell Manor Landfill closure services.  No action was taken at this time and additional information will be made available at the next regular city council meeting at which time Council will consider entering into a proposed contractual agreement with LRS.  The second matter of discussion was a proposal from CME Associates to perform an evaluation of a certain City owned parcel.  Council will seek additional quotations before making any decisions on this matter.  Additional information is anticipated to be made available at the next regular city council meeting.
76-2012

A Resolution Authorizing a Sixty Day Extension of a Contract




For Solid Waste Collection Services

Venezia expressed to Council considering changing trash collection services to every other week for the purpose of possibly saving the City money.

Teasenfitz was opposed to the idea.

Venezia requested the option be included in the future bid specifications for consideration.

Motions: Venezia / Haeser

Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes

77-2012

A Resolution Approving the Qualified Member List for the 




Length of Service Award Program for the Year 2011

Jud Moore, CFO produce a financial report from Lincoln Financial reflecting the balances of the participating LOSAP members.  He stated the contribution amount for 2011 is $743.67 per person.

Venezia asked if a member of the fire company continues to receive their investments if they no longer serve in the fire company.
Moore stated investments are transferable if they join another fire company.

Motions: Haeser / Teasenfitz

Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes

Emergency Management Report

Mayor Venezia invited emergency management co-coordinator, Jeff Cornew to the meeting to review his report of the recent storms which occurred on June 30, 2012 and the damage incurred by the City of Estell Manor and its residents.

Cornew addressed specific problems which arose during the storm and made requests to Council to correct them to avoid in the future.  Specifically the City’s generator broke down during an emergency situation causing City Hall to shut down completely.  He suggested either fixing it or replacing it.

Teasenfitz stated the public safety committee met last evening to address emergency management issues concerning equipment, a plan of action and preparedness of the City during a time of emergency.

Venezia and Teasenfitz commented on the effectiveness and performance of the emergency personnel handling the situation.

Venezia stated an EdConnect message was sent out from the school to inform residents of a centralized location within the City set up by the County for residents to take their yard debris.  He also stated the City’s public works department would be continuing to clean up any storm debris along the City’s roads.
Teasenfitz suggested compiling a list of medical personnel within the community who may be able to assist during an emergency situation.

Discussion ensued regarding effective sources of communication to inform the community of events as well as emergencies.

 BILL LIST


Several line items on the bill list were discussed.  Haeser stated the modem returned to the City from the fire company may be able to be returned to Verizon for a credit.


Motions: Haeser / Teasenfitz to approve the bill list in the amount of $273,381.66 and the trust fund accounts as follows: Developer’s Escrow total $641.11, Unemployment $1,296.88, and Animal Control $45.60



Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes


DEPARTMENT REPORTS



Motions: Teasenfitz / Cunningham to accept department reports as listed



Recorded vote: all in favor



MEETING MINUTES



Motions: Teasenfitz / Haeser to accept Clerk’s minutes for January 4, 2012 Reorganization, January 11, 2012 Regular and Closed



Recorded vote: all in favor


NEW BUSINESS/OLD BUSINESS


Venezia stated the part-time tax clerk position will be discussed at the next regular meeting after the personnel committee has met to discuss this matter.


Venezia initiated a discussion on the community newsletter and the content of material which is published.  Instructed Clerk to provide information regarding costs to produce the newsletter be available at the next meeting.


Venezia suggested Council review the 2011 audit before signing the acknowledgement for the State.



Council reviewed the proposed fee schedule changes submitted by zoning officer and planning board secretary and will consider changes for the future.



No response from Mr. Lingle from Triad Associates on the Mayor’s request for him to attend this meeting, Clerk will attempt to contact him to invite to the next regular meeting scheduled for August 1, 2012.



Mayor set a date for a special meeting for July 18, 2012 at 7:30 pm for the purpose of discussion and authorization to purchase equipment and supplies for emergency management.



Discussion ensued regarding the possible purchase of equipment to mow the soccer fields.



Suggestions were made as to what would be the best type of equipment to purchase.



Questions and concerns were addressed regarding previously authorized purchases for equipment to maintain the soccer field.



Teasenfitz suggested Council make a final decision at the next regular meeting as to the equipment which will be purchased to mow the soccer fields.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Motions: Venezia / Cunningham
Recorded vote: all in favor

Tom Pogue suggested walking around the soccer fields and look at the present condition of the fields.  He also commented on the street signs the City is responsible for replacing.

John Dowling made comments on the newsletter, reverse 911 and commented on the good job done by emergency management.  He also made suggestions to improve future communication between the City and its residents.

Tom Sorg commented on the soccer complex and his displeasure with the final project.  He also stated he feels it decreases his property value because it is directly across the street from the drainage area for the soccer field. Additional comments were made regarding trash collection services.
Venezia commented on Mr. Sorg’s comments regarding the soccer fields.

Cathy Cornew commented on the statements made by John Dowling regarding emergency management and communication issues.  She stated no power was available to update the community via internet or telephone due to power and telephone line outages.

John Dowling made additional comments on trash collection services and the award of contract for such services in the future.

Tom Sorg made additional comments on the City’s need for additional tax revenue.

Tom Pogue commented on the use of Stephen’s Lake located on Route 50 as an alternate water source for the fire company. 

Motions: Venezia / Wiker to close public comment
Recorded vote: all in favor

Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz to adjourn meeting at approximately 10:30 pm

Recorded vote: all in favor

Respectfully submitted,


Accepted:
________________________

______________________________


Fern A. Brown, Acting Clerk


Mayor Joseph Venezia
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