CITY OF ESTELL MANOR

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 19, 2013


Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Official Newspaper and was posted on the City Bulletin Board in accordance with Public Law 75, Chapter 231.  
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Venezia at approximately 7:30 pm.  The flag salute and a moment of silence were observed.

Roll call: Present: Barbetto-yes; Haeser-yes; Cunningham-absent; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Labor Relations Attorney, Randy Lafferty was present in the absence of Mr. Scerni.
Motions: Haeser / Venezia to open public portion of meeting

Recorded vote, all in favor.

Steve Teasenfitz commented on Ordinance #01-2013 presented tonight for introduction regarding bonding.  He stated he was misrepresented while he served on Council regarding his position on bonding and the City’s options in regards to this.  He offered Council his recollection of events which occurred while he served on Council which may have been a reason for Council’s consideration of Ordinance#01-2013 being introduced.  He stated the CFO had distributed information on bonding and a discussion took place regarding this as an option for purchasing various types of equipment for the City.  Teasenfitz stated he wanted to set the record straight on his position regarding bonding. 
Creed Pogue commented on election dates and items listed on agenda for consideration, specifically the telecommunications tax resolution and the bond ordinance.  He also reminded Council that the Historical Society needs a response from Council in reference to the yoga fundraising request and the removal of trees around the Risley School.

Cathy Cornew commented on the trees surrounding the Historic Risley School and suggested a professional be consulted before removing any.  She also commented on the activities conducted at the Risley School and suggests Council consider the age and condition of the building before making a decision on any fundraising activities. 
Venezia commented on the authority of Council to approve fundraising activities and stated the only other organization which requires Councils approval is the Fire Company to conduct coin drop activities.

A discussion ensued between Barbetto and Venezia regarding the fundraising and the Historical Society.

Diane Pogue offered an explanation of previous confusion between the HSA and the Historical Society and fundraising.   She also commented on the trees surrounding the Risley School and the damaging effect it is having on the building and would like an answer from Council on their position on this issue.
Motions: Venezia / Haeser to close open public portion of meeting.

Recorded vote, all in favor.
ORDINANCE

#01-2013


An Ordinance of the City of Estell Manor Requiring a Public





Referendum for the Issuance of Bonds or Other Municipal





Borrowing

Motions: Venezia made a motion to introduce Ordinance#01-2013, Wiker made a second motion for discussion.

Wiker stated she feels this should be tabled to allow for further discussion and consideration before a decision is made.  She stated she is in favor of public participation and opinion on elected officials’ accountability to City spending, but feels there should be more time to consider the long term effect this may have on the City.
Haeser stated he was absent from the last meeting where this ordinance was first introduced and was not able to give his input on this and would like more time to consider the repercussions this may have on the community.  He stated that Council is elected to represent the City and Council members are more informed than the residents in general of City business.  He stated he would not make a decision on bonding without serious consideration first.

Wiker continued to state her position on tabling this ordinance to allow Council to get more input from the financial professionals working for the City before making any final decisions.
Venezia withdrew original motions on Ordinance#01-2013.

RESOLUTIONS

61-2013


A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING FULL REINSTATEMENT 
                                     AND PERMANENT OPEN SPACE PILOT FUNDING
Motions: Venezia / Haeser to adopt Resolution#61-2012

Recorded vote, all in favor

50-2013


A Resolution Supporting A-3393, Legislation to Protect





Residential Property Taxpayers’ From the Loss of Tele-





Communications Tax Support (tabled from May 8, 2013)

Motions: Venezia / Barbetto to adopt Resolution#50-2013

Recorded vote, all in favor with the exception of Haeser who abstained from voting.

52-2013


A Resolution Appointing Fern A. Brown as Acting Clerk





For a Third One Year Term Retroactive to March 19, 2013

Venezia made a nomination to appoint Fern A. Brown for the position of Acting Clerk for a one year period of March 19, 2013 to March 18, 2014.
Motions: Haeser / Wiker to accept the nomination presented by Venezia

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-absent; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

53-2013


A Resolution Authorizing Approval of a Liquor License





Renewal for the Atlantic County Game Preserve/License





Year 2013-2014

Motions: Venezia / Wiker to approve Resolution#53-2013

Recorded vote, all in favor

54-2013


Chapter 159 Resolution-Budget Insertion for Clean 





Communities Grant Funds

Motions: Venezia / Barbetto to approve Resolution#54-2013

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-absent; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

55-2013


A Resolution of the City of Estell Manor Authorizing




An Inter-local Services Agreement with the ACIA for the





Administration of the Program Income from Small Cities





Grants for Housing Rehabilitation Effective Date June 30,





2013 through June 29, 2016

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to approve Resolution#55-2013

Discussion ensued reviewing the agreement and conditions which apply to the applicant.

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-absent; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

58-2013


A Resolution to Amend Resolution#85-2012 Cancel 





Grant Balances

Motions: Venezia / Barbetto to approve Resoltuion#58-2013
Judson Moore, the City’s’ CFO entered the meeting to elaborate on the resolution presented to Council for consideration and explained the need for this action to be taken.

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-absent; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

BILL LIST

Venezia stated he wanted to hold two items from the bill list until closed session to allow for further discussion.  Those line items were #228 & #278.  Moore was asked to be included in the closed session meeting to give input on these line items in question.

Others bill list items discussed were #274, stone for the Fire Co. driveway, the Press of Atlantic City, Home Depot and the contribution amount to Weymouth Township for fireworks.
Venezia stated he did not feel the Press of AC subscription was a necessary expense.

The Clerk stated she is required to have proof of publication for City advertisements and that it is more costly to request a proof of publication each time as compared to a copy of the actual advertisement.

Venezia questioned the Home Depot bill and wanted clarity on what items were purchased.

Barbetto confirmed amounts spent and stated he had authorized these purchases.

Motions: Barbetto / Venezia to change the amount of the fireworks contribution from $2,000. To $1,000.
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-absent; Haeser-yes; Wiker-no; Venezia-yes

Moore stated Council needed to approve the bill list with the exceptions of the items discussed and with the adjustment to the fireworks donation.  He stated a trust fund amount from the animal control account needed to be added in the amount of $20.40.
Motions: Barbetto / Haeser to approve the adjusted bill list and approve the amount of $242,409.53 for the payment of bills and $20.40 from the trust fund amount for the payment of fees to the State of NJ for animal licensing.
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-absent; Haeser-yes; Wiker-no; Venezia-yes

CLERK’S MINUTES

The following meeting minutes had been presented to Council for consideration and approval; March 7, 2012 regular and closed, March 21, 2012 workshop, April 4, 2012 regular and closed, May 2, 2012 regular and closed and May 16, 2012 workshop and closed.

Clerk noted a correction to the April 4, 2012 minutes stating Councilman Teasenfitz was present not absent; correction will be made by Clerk to the conditionally approved minutes.
Venezia suggested tabling the May 2, 2012 minutes and Barbetto abstained from voting on all minutes because he was not on Council at the time.

Motions: Haeser / Venezia to approve the Clerk’s minutes as presented with the correction made to the April 4, 2012 minutes and tabling the May 22, 2012 minutes.

Recorded vote; all in favor with the exception of Barbetto who abstained from voting.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

The following department reports were submitted for Councils consideration and approval; May 2013, Clerk’s Office, Municipal Court, Public Works, Tax Collector and Zoning Officer.

Motions: Venezia / Wiker to approve the reports as presented

Recorded vote, all in favor

NEW BUSINESS

Motions: Venezia / Barbetto to approve a quote in the amount of $1,475.00, from GO Environmental to perform soil testing services required as part of an oil tank removal project.  
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-absent; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Motions: Venezia / Wiker to approve a quote in the amount of $425.00 from ServiceMaster to perform air quality testing in City Hall.

A discussion ensued regarding the need for the testing.  Clerk informed Council there are visible signs of mold in the basement and the employees have experienced a strange odor when the central air conditioning is operating.  There are concerns of mold or poor air quality in the building.

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-absent; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Motions: Barbetto / Haeser to approve a quote in the amount of $1,049.00 for the replacement of an actuary for the Clerk’s office heating system; quote is from Laury Heating Services.

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-absent; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Council reviewed quotes for additional security equipment and it was determined that safety money from the JIF could be used to purchase these items.  Venezia also commented on the need for a buzzer to be installed at the main entrance to allow people into the building.  
Motions: Haeser / Barbetto to accept the quotes from Security Solutions for upgrades to the security camera system at City Hall in the amount of $2,120.00.
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-absent; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Barbetto noted a miscalculation in the total amount for the quote and stated he would like to make an amendment to Haesers’ motion; the corrected amount of the quote is $2,220.00.  
Haeser stated he would like to make a motion amending the original motion reflecting the new amount of the quote for security camera upgrades for City Hall by Security Solutions for the total amount of $2,220.00.  A new roll call was requested.

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-absent; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Barbetto stated he wanted to save the salary resolution for a workshop meeting and suggested scheduling a date for one to address other items such as the fee ordinance and personnel policy changes.

Motions: Haeser / Venezia to reschedule the July 10, 2013 meeting to July 17, 2013 starting at 7:00 pm to allow for a workshop prior to the regular business meeting.  Items tabled until the July 17, 2013 meeting include trees surrounding the Risley School, the City’s’ fee ordinance and personnel policy changes.

Recorded vote, all in favor

Motions: Haeser / Barbetto to open public portion of meeting

Recorded vote, all in favor

Diane Pogue asked Council to please give her an answer on the request for a yoga fundraiser at the Risley School so she could inform the instructor and schedule dates.
Creed Pogue asked what work is scheduled to be completed on the soccer fields.  He also questioned bills submitted by Attorney Steve Glickman and the status of them.  He questioned why the Fire Co. has not received their annual allocation if the 2013 budget has been approved.

Pogue questioned a specific logging permit previously issued by the City and if any inspections had been made to the property in question.

Motions: Haeser / Venezia to approve the purchase of fertilizer for the soccer fields not to exceed $700.00
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-absent; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Barbetto addressed a resolution recently adopted by Weymouth Township regarding Verizon encouraging them to continue certain communication services within the township.
Haeser recused himself from the discussion due to a conflict of interest with Verizon.

Barbetto stated Weymouth encourages Estell Manor to support a similar resolution to benefit the City.

Venezia instructed the Clerk to send the resolution from Weymouth Township to the City Solicitor for his review and editing.

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to observe Resolution#57-2013 executive session to discuss matters relating to real estate and contract negotiations.

Recorded vote, all in favor

Motions: Venezia / Wiker to close executive session and enter open public meeting

Recorded vote, all in favor

Lafferty summarized Councils executive session discussions for the general public.  He stated Council considered a recommendation from the City’s Tax Assessor and have decided to offer for sale a certain parcel of land which is an undersized lot to the contiguous landowners for the full assessed value of $1,038.00 plus any administrative and transactional costs.  
Other matters discussed were a matter of litigation and this will be addressed outside of Council by legal Counsel.

Certain bills were deferred for payment until Council members Barbetto and Haeser have an opportunity to discuss certain pending legal matters with legal Council.  

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to offer Block #63. Lot #2 an undersized lot to the contiguous landowners for a minimum bid of $1038.00 plus any administrative and transitional costs.
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-absent; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Motions: Haeser / Wiker to adjourn meeting

Recorded vote, all in favor
Respectfully submitted,


Accepted:
________________________

______________________________


Fern A. Brown, Acting Clerk


Mayor Joseph Venezia
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