CITY OF ESTELL MANOR

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 6, 2012

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Official Newspaper and was posted on the City Bulletin Board in accordance with Public Law 75, Chapter 231.  
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Venezia at approximately 7:30 pm.  The flag salute and a moment of silence was observed.
Roll call: Present: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes


     City Solicitor Fred Scerni was also present for the meeting

. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT
Chuck Fralinger was present to review the Engineer’s report with Council.  He stated the Soccer Complex is complete and he will be submitting cancelled checks to the County for final reimbursement to the City for the project.  
The 2010 CDBG grant application has been submitted and if Council authorized the engineer to continue with their services for the project submitted then they will advertise for bids.  

Mayor asked Engineer if there were any grant funds available for the paving of a walkway around the soccer complex.

Fralinger stated this was included in the 2012 CDBG grant application.  Discussion ensued regarding the area to be paved with CDBG funds, the walkway at City Hall or the walkway around the soccer complex.  Lighting costs were also discussed and the type of material to be used for the walkway paving.

Motion made by Venezia, seconded by Haeser to install lighting in the City Hall parking lot and to pave the walkway around the soccer complex using CDBG grant funding, subject to approval by the ACIA

Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes

Fralinger requested authorization from Council to advertise for bids for the Second Avenue paving project to allow project to start immediately as soon as the DOT gives approval.

Motion made by Venezia, seconded by Teasenfitz to authorize Chuck Fralinger to advertise for the submittal of bids for the Second Avenue paving project with DOT approval

Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes

State Police Sergeant Kelly, Assistant Base Commander of the Buena Barracks was recognized by Mayor Venezia and asked if he wanted to address Council with any comments. 
Sergeant Kelly addressed Council and members of the public with reports for the Estell Manor community of any recent State Police activity.  He also stated an ALS bike ride will be traveling through parts of Estell Manor on June 16, 2012 and a scheduled rest stop is the Estell Manor School.  He advised residents to be aware of bicyclists and to use caution while they are present.

He stated any concerns would be addressed.

Motion made by Venezia, seconded by Wiker to enter executive/closed session Resolution#69-2012 for matters of contract negotiations
Voice vote, all in favor

Motion made by Venezia, seconded by Haeser to close executive/executive session and enter back into public meeting portion.
Voice vote, all in favor

City Solicitor Scerni summarized what was discussed during executive/closed session for the public.  Two contract negotiation issues were discussed, one in regards to Sansalone Excavating and the Soccer Complex and the other with LRS and a proposed contract for the closure of the Estell Manor Landfill.  Chuck Fralinger reviewed the soccer field plans and approved the specifics for the completed work.  No action was taken on the LRS proposed contract tonight which will be place on the July meeting agenda for consideration.  The public safety topic specified on the closed session resolution for discussion was in error and no discussion took place.  Real Estate matters will be discussed later tonight in closed session but no action will be taken during that discussion.

ORDINANCE #02-2012 & #03-2012 / PUBLIC HEARING

Motion made by Venezia, seconded by Haeser to open public hearing on Ordinance #02-2012

Voice vote, all in favor

No comments

Motion made by Venezia, seconded by Haeser to close public hearing on Ordinance #02-2012

Voice vote, all in favor

Motion made by Venezia, seconded by Haeser to adopt Ordinance #02-2012
Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes

Motion made by Venezia, seconded by Wiker to open public hearing on Ordinance #03-2012

Voice vote, all in favor

Councilman Teasenfitz recused himself from the Dias on all discussion on this topic.

Creed Pogue commented on the history of this property and the changes that have taken place including the final price.  He also commented on the City’s tax revaluation.
Scerni elaborated on the details of this sale.  He stated no final sale has been made.  The price has been reduced because there is no final determination that the City actually owns the property with clear title.  The property is being offered as a quick claim deed to clear the City of any liens or problems that may arise in connection with this property.  Negotiations resulted in the $18,000. Sales price agreed upon by both parties involved.
Tom Pogue commented on real estate transactions and the City.

Motion made by Venezia, seconded by Haeser to close public hearing on Ordinance #03-2012

Voice vote, all in favor

Motion made by Venezia, seconded by Wiker to adopt Ordinance #03-2012

Discussion ensued with Haeser, Wiker and Venezia expressing their final thoughts on the proposed motion on the floor.

Roll call: Haeser-no; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-recused; Venezia-yes
RESOLUTIONS:
67-2012
A Resolution Appointing an Acting Clerk for the City of Estell Manor





Mayor nominated Fern Brown as Acting Clerk


            Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes


68-2012
A Resolution Authorizing with the County of Atlantic Community Development Block Grant Home Investment Partnership Program Cooperation Agreement Fiscal Year 2013-2015


Motions: Wiker / Cunningham


Recorded vote: all in favor
70-2012
A Resolution of the City of Estell Manor to Offer for Sale Property Known as:   Block 42, Lots 17 & 18, Walkers Forge Road in the City of Estell Manor for a Minimum Price of $15,000.


Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-Recused from voting and discussion
BILL LIST

Before the bill list was approved the Mayor asked CFO, Jud Moore to explain the confusion 

surrounding the Verizon DSL bill and cancellation of service, which supplies the Estell Manor, 



Weymouth and Milmay areas with internet service for communication to their fire companies.



Moore reviewed the series of events which took place allowing the misunderstanding to take place causing cancellation of service.



Teasenfitz stated the fire company liaison committee would be meeting in the near future to clarify any miscommunication between the City and the Fire Company Officials.



Haeser suggested setting up the Verizon DSL bill be an automatic bill pay to avoid any future problems with payment.



Mayor commended Haeser on his assistance with resolving a potential emergency situation, which was diverted and resolved because of his business connections with Verizon. 



 Moore suggested a better backup system for emergency communications to avoid any future problems.


Mayor stated he had a conflict of interest regarding the bill list line item for T&L Landscaping therefore he was abstaining his vote on that particular item.



Haeser stated the T&L proposal submitted for the soccer field maintenance is over budget and suggested allowing Brian Johnson, Public Works Foreman to submit a proposal to perform the soccer field maintenance. 


Wiker questioned the Verizon, Atlantic City Electric and Post Office Box bills.


Clerk clarified the reason for the Post Office Box bill and why the City was continuing this service.



Motions: Teasenfitz / Haeser to approve the bill list as submitted for the amount of $234,744.06

Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes, with the exception of line item#0817

NEW BUSINESS


Mayor commented on the agreement with Triad Associates and the possibility of suspending the City’s agreement for services.  Mr. Lingle of Triad Associates was not able to attend tonight’s meeting to discuss this issue.  The Clerk will attempt to contact Mr. Lingle to invite him to the July meeting to follow-up on this topic.


Mayor also made a suggestion to reduce the Conflicts Prosecutor fee from $250.00 to $150.00.



Solicitor Scerni suggested speaking with the Court Administrator regarding this issue.



Discussion ensued regarding the soccer fields and maintenance of them.



Teasenfitz suggested allowing the Public Works Foreman to take the fertilizer application class to be qualified to apply fertilizer to the field.


Discussion ensued regarding the need to purchase either a mower for the fields or an attachment for the John Deere tractor currently in use at public works; also who would be responsible for mowing the fields.



Motions: Cunningham / Haeser to purchase a mower deck for the John Deere tractor, not to exceed $2,200. and to authorize public works foreman take the necessary classes for the fertilizer application program not to exceed $150.00

Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes
The correspondence from R.E. Pierson Construction Company will be discussed in closed session.

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor stated the appointment for the alternate #3 planning board position will be tabled until the July meeting.

Mayor stated according to the City’s personnel policy compensation for approved holidays are only available to full time employees.

Wiker and Teasenfitz stated Council amended the policy in reference to this item to apply to part time employees as well; however the personnel policy changes have yet to be completed.
Wiker and Haeser discussed the possibility of a combined block party and veteran’s outreach event for the future.  Possibly in the Fall as an Oktoberfest celebration.  Liability insurance issues to cover such an event were discussed as well.

Mayor suggested inquiring how much additional revenue the City could receive if another co-locator was to be installed on the City owned cell tower.  He requested this topic be added to the July meeting agenda to allow time to investigate further.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Mayor stated the Court has had increased activity increasing their revenue.  
Haeser commented on the Public Works report and the illegally dumped items they have

been picking up throughout the City.
Motions: Teasenfitz / Haeser to accept Department Reports 
Recorded vote: all in favor

Other topics of discussion not included on the agenda which were addressed were a letter of correspondence from Assembly District 2 Representatives regarding full restoration of the PILOT funding to New Jersey municipalities, Councilwoman Wiker setting a date for a community wide yard sale to coincide with the Fire Co. sub sale and miscellaneous public works equipment to consider offering for sale by way of online auction.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

    Motions: Haeser / Wiker

   Recorded vote: all in favor

Jeff Cornew expressed his appreciation to Councilman Haeser for his assistance with the Verizon DSL issue.  He also stated the City should review the Verizon telephone bills to ensure the City is not paying for a separate telephone line for the Fire Co.
Albert Barbetto commented on the idea of purchasing a truck for snow removal.  He stated it is too late in the year to allow adequate time for delivery in time for the Fall season.

Diane Pogue commented on the TULIP insurance coverage and other companies which could provide an insurance rider for less money.  She also stated the next newsletter would be sent out the beginning of next week.

Creed Pogue commented on the discussion of City employees approved to take classes on behalf of the City and their job responsibilities.

Tom Pogue commented on the newsletter submission for the City and the missing street signs.

Councilman Haeser in response to Tom Pogue confirmed the City is responsible for replacing the green street signs in Estell Manor and suggested the public safety committee follow-up on this.

Motions: Mayor / Teasenfitz to close public comment
Recorded vote: all in favor

Motions: Teasenfitz / Cunningham to adjourn meeting at approximately 11:00 pm

Recorded vote: all in favor

Respectfully submitted,


Accepted:
________________________

______________________________


Fern A. Brown, Acting Clerk


Mayor Joseph Venezia
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