CITY OF ESTELL MANOR

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 15, 2012

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Official Newspaper and was posted on the City Bulletin Board in accordance with Public Law 75, Chapter 231.  
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Venezia at approximately 7:30 pm.  The flag salute and a moment of silence was observed.
Roll call: Present: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-absent; Venezia-yes

CLERK’S MINUTES
Mayor Venezia stated he wanted to table the Clerk’s minutes for July 6, 2011 and September 7, 2011 at this time.

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Venezia stated this was the second month only one member of Council attended the Atlantic County League of Municipalities dinner and meeting.  He suggested Council may want to consider paying for only one membership to save the City some money.

Wiker suggested the City pay for one membership to the Atlantic County League of Municipalities.

Venezia instructed the Clerk to make the change and inform the finance officer.

Venezia announced a special budget meeting will be scheduled for February 29, 2012 at 6:00 pm and instructed the Clerk to advertise in the official newspaper.

Motions: Haeser / Cunningham to approve the County Aerial Spraying for Mosquitoes

Recorded vote: all in favor

OLD BUSINESS
Wiker stated she is still waiting for a return call from a local municipality which showed interest in a shared service for tax collector services.  She asked Council if they should consider re-advertising for the position due to the urgency of filling the tax collector position.
Motions: Wiker / Venezia to advertise with the NJLM for a tax collector or shared service for tax collection services starting March 1, 2012.

 Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-absent; Venezia-yes

Clerk asked Council what they want to do regarding the absence in the tax office and tax payments which need to be posted as well as other required duties.

Venezia stated he would rather discuss options with the City Solicitor in regards to this issue.
Venezia stated the letter from Triad Associates does not need to be addressed tonight.

Haeser asked if Council could send the preliminary budget to Triad Associates to review for any possible grant opportunities.

Motions: Haeser / Venezia to open meeting to the public

Recorded vote: all in favor

Cathy Cornew inquired what the black boxes were around the lights in front of the Risley School sign on the front lawn and who put them there.
Creed Pogue inquired about the Municipal Courts profit/loss status.  He also asked if there would be a court date in February and questioned the Prosecutor’s appointment.

Wiker asked if the candidate appointed by Council as Prosecutor is indeed the current Prosecutor and would they be able to represent the City in court.

Venezia stated he was told by the judge that Mr. Shroeder could represent the City as the Municipal Prosecutor.

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to close public portion of meeting

Recorded vote: all in favor

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to adjourn meeting at approximately 7:40 pm.

Recorded vote: all in favor
Respectfully submitted,


Accepted:
________________________

______________________________


Fern A. Brown, Acting Clerk


Mayor Joseph Venezia
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