CITY OF ESTELL MANOR

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 1, 2012

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Official Newspaper and was posted on the City Bulletin Board in accordance with Public Law 75, Chapter 231.  
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Venezia at approximately 7:30 pm.  The flag salute and a moment of silence was observed.
Roll call: Present: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes


     City Solicitor Fred Scerni was also present for the meeting

. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT
Chuck Fralinger of Fralinger Engineering was present to review the Engineer’s report with Mayor and Council.  He commented on several items which included a soccer field update and an inquiry of whether or not solar panels could be installed on the field, which he reported is not permitted.   He stated a last seeding is scheduled for approximately March 15, 2012.  Fralinger also stated he has not yet received the DOT reports for the 2012 road improvements grant funding.  The complete report is on file in the Clerk’s office and is attached hereto these minutes.
ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT

Wayne Caregnato, Zoning Officer for the City of Estell Manor was present tonight to review some issues he has been following for a while in regards to violations to the City’s litter ordinances.
Caregnato presented pictures he has taken in reference to a property on South River Road which has been issued summons in the past and which he visits each Wednesday to check on any progress.  He stated he contacts the Atlantic County Public Health Department each Tuesday before he makes his visits to the property.

Discussion ensued as to how long this property has been in violation and the length of time which it has been monitored by the City.

Mayor Venezia commented that the owner of this property is clearly in violation of several City ordinances.  He also commented on a property location on First Avenue and stated it has been in the Zoning Officer’s report for several months but has not noticed much improvement.  
Caregnato stated the homeowner is elderly and ill and unable to address the issues.  He stated he has son who lives with him but works a great distance away and does not have time to make any attempts to clean up the property.  He also stated they cannot afford to rent dumpsters to clean up the property.  Caregnato stated he will most likely have to have summons issued to appear in court to address the problem.

Discussion ensued between Council as to any community assistance which might be available to assist the homeowner with these issues. 

Alfred Scerni, City Solicitor reviewed the City’s litter ordinance in relationship to the situation at hand.  He advised Council to review the ordinance and determine what action they want to take.

Discussion ensued regarding the City’s litter ordinance and the authority of the City’s enforcement of homeowners to clean up their property.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

 Motions: Venezia/ Wiker to accept all department reports at this time

 Recorded vote: all in favor

BILL LIST

The City’s CFO reviewed the bill list with Council to answer any questions they may have regarding the line items submitted for approval for payment.

Several items were discussed including: Keys Locksmithing for the Judge’s chambers filing cabinets, Birch’s Communications Fire Co. purchases and State of NJ DEP charges.
Motion made by Teasenfitz, seconded by Wiker to accept the bill list amount  for $332,544.57 and the trust fund amounts for $1,984.58
Roll Call: Haeser-Yes; Wiker-Yes; Cunningham-Yes; Teasenfitz-Yes; Venezia-Yes

 RESOLUTIONS:
38-2012
A Resolution Authorizing the Acting Municipal Clerk to Register for the Municipal Clerk’s Program Offered by Rutgers Center for Government Services



Motions: Venezia / Haeser to accept resolution #38-2012



Recorded Vote: Voice vote, all in favor

39-2012
A Resolution Promoting Read Across America-NJ



Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz to accept resolution #39-2012



Recorded Vote:  all in favor

40-2012
A Resolution Authorizing a Public Land Sale
Councilman Teasenfitz recued himself from this resolution and discussion due to a conflict of 

interest.

Motions: Venezia / Wiker to accept resolution #40-2012


Recorded vote: all in favor, with the exception of Teasenfitz who recued himself.
41-2012
A Resolution Authorizing Vincent Polistina to Revise the City of Estell Manor’s



CMP Ordinances and Forestry Ordinances as Required by the Pineland’s Commission



Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz to accept resolution #41-2012
                        Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes
42-2012
A Resolution Issuing a Ten Year Forest Management Permit for Ronald Basile


Motions: Teasenfitz / Cunningham to accept resolution #42-2012


Recorded vote: all in favor
43-2012
A Resolution Authorizing a Second Amended Open Space Trust Financial Assistance Agreement for Development


Councilwoman Wiker questioned this resolution.  Venezia suggested she review the resolution providing in the meeting packet for clarity. 


Motions: Teasenfitz / Haeser to accept resolution #43-2012


Recorded vote: all in favor
44-2012
A Resolution Acknowledging the Governing Body for the City of Estell Manor Reviewed the Best Practices Worksheet with the Chief Financial Officer


Motions: Venezia / Wiker
                        Recorded vote: all in favor
45-2012
A Special Emergency Resolution to Conduct a Reassessment for the City of Estell 



Manor



Motions: Teasenfitz / Haeser



Recorded vote: all in favor
46-2012
Budget Transfer Resolution Total Amount $7,700.00 (itemized departments 



Attached hereto)



Motions: Teasenfitz / Cunningham



Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes

NEW BUSINESS
Venezia initiated a discussion regarding the possible venture of a shared services agreement with 

the County to assist with snow plowing on County roads within Estell Manor’s jurisdiction.  He 

stated he has been in contact with Atlantic County Freeholder James Bertino regarding this topic

and it seems promising that the County would plow the County roads in and out of Estell Manor. 

Venezia stated the City would not be buying a truck this year for the purpose of snow removal.

Discussion ensued as to the advantages, costs and liabilities to consider in regards to a shared 

service of this nature.  Suggestions were made to be specific and details worked out before any 
such agreement is made between the City and the County.

Venezia instructed the Clerk to send a letter of interest to Mr. Jerry DelRossi of the Atlantic 

County Department of Transportation to inquire of any interest the County may have in regards 

To a shared service specific public works services.

Correspondence from TowerCo Cell Tower Company was reviewed by Mr. Scerni in reference 

to the lease agreement the City has with them.  Two options to consider were discussed which included a lease renewal or a easement rights purchase.  Scerni stated he was uncertain of the expiration date for the current lease and would need to research it further and report back to Council.  He stated the type of purchase transaction may require being offered for bid due to the nature of the action.

Venezia asked Scerni if selling the easement rights to the cell tower was a wise choice.

Scerni stated he has completed this type of transactions in other municipalities and it can be very lucrative if it is done wisely and with careful consideration.

Discussion ensued regarding options Council has to consider in reference to the agreement with TowerCo and how each would affect the City.



Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz to authorize Scerni to investigate a land purchase 



Of easement rights to TowerCo and report back to Council his findings.



Recorded vote: all in favor

Correspondence from WCP, LLC was also forwarded to Scerni for further investigation regarding their interest in the City’s cell tower site.
ORDINANCES

01-2012
Calendar Year 2012 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriations 



Limits and Establish a Cap Bank (NJSA 40A: 4-45.14)

Introduction of ordinance, no public hearing occurred this evening.  
Wiker questioned the purpose of the ordinance which was being introduced tonight.

Scerni explained adopting an ordinance as this allows Council to increase the appropriations of the municipality from 2.5% to 3.5% to allow for additional spending.  He stated the amount not used can be reserved to use in the following years budget.  This ordinance does give Council the ability to raise the tax levy but allows the City to raise appropriations.  This would increase the amount which is planned to spend and bank what is not used.



Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz to accept first reading of ordinance #01-2012

Roll call: Roll call: Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-yes; Teasenfitz-yes; Venezia-yes

OTHER BUSINESS
Teasenfitz reported on the Pinelands Council meeting he recently attended and commented on several items.  The states implemented a Southern Pine Beetle problem solving techniques are being enforced.  A model CMP ordinance is available through the Pinelands Commission.  No news to report on the PILOT funding until after the governor’s budget is announced.

Haeser requested the budget meeting start earlier than 7:30 to allow for public participation.  He also stated the regular meetings end too late to allow for public participation which is at the end of the meeting.
Venezia announced the budget workshop scheduled for February 15, 2012 will start at 6:00 pm.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC


Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz to open public comment portion of meeting



Recorded vote: all in favor

Diane Pogue stated the office staff is here at 6:00 pm on Wednesday night and suggests the meetings should also start at 6:00 pm.
Joan Clemenson stated that she appreciated Council allowing her to speak longer than the five minute time limit.

Creed Pogue addressed the school election option to change to the November general election and advised Council to pass a resolution to implement this change.  He also stated he thought a land sale needed to be done by ordinance.

Scerni elaborated on the question by stating if an undersized lot was being offered to a contiguous land owner only then it would be done by ordinance.  The land being offered tonight by resolution is being done so by a public auction which will be advertised.
Creed Pogue made additional comments on the cell tower located on the City’s landfill site and also asked if there would be any action taken after the closed session portion of the meeting.
Alberta Mossey addressed shared services and any possible liability issues which could arise in participating with a shared service agreement.  She also commented on the resident on First Avenue and the possibility of the community reaching out to assist him in the cleanup efforts.

She stated residents in the community need to help each other in time of need.



Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz to close public portion



Recorded vote: all in favor
CLOSED SESSION
37-2012
A Resolution Authorizing Closed/Executive session of the City of Estell Manor



Governing Body to discuss possible litigation and personnel, Pursuant to N.J.S.A 




10:4-12(b)


Motions: Venezia / Teasenfitz to enter in to closed/executive session



Recorded vote: all in favor

Proper motions were made and executed to end closed/executive session and enter back into open public portion of meeting to allow the City Solicitor to summarize discussions which took place in closed/executive session
Scerni stated in executive session Council addressed certain matters of personnel specifically they met with the public works foreman to discuss the amount of work and the potential for overtime.  Council decided to authorize five hours per week of overtime to the public works foreman.  Council also addressed the status of shared service negotiations for tax collection services with the City of Ocean City.  Council directed Scerni to contact the solicitor for the City of Ocean City with hopes to finalize potential negotiations.  Council addressed correspondence from Attorney Thompson on behalf of the Historical Society.  Council has directed Scerni with a response to Attorney Thompson regarding said correspondence and the information is anticipated be made known to the public when the issue is resolved which is anticipated to be within thirty (30) days.

Venezia addressed Council with some personal comments and budgetary comments.  He asked Council any thoughts they may have on how the City can increase its revenue.  Liquor license discussion took place with Scerni stated it would be an ABC question and should be forwarded to the State.

Wiker stated she would like to decrease the salaries of Council and if this could be done on an individual basis.

Scerni stated this was a CFO question however he feels if could be done.

Motion made by Venezia, seconded by Teasenfitz to adjourn meeting at approximately 10:30 pm. All in favor
Respectfully submitted,


Accepted:
________________________

______________________________


Fern A. Brown, Acting Clerk


Mayor Joseph Venezia
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